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Letter from the Mayor 
 

Dear Independence Residents: 
 

As I write this newsletter article,  
the color of the landscape is changing.   I think the snow that is coming down 
may be with us for a few months.   It is that time of year! 

With Thanksgiving Day falling late this year, I jump immediately into the 
Holiday jungle of trying to attend as many Christmas concerts/events as pos-
sible, and they always seem to get squeezed into the two weekends in early 
December.  It's a daunting selection, because we live in an area where there 
are so many special opportunities. 

Congratulations are in order for Lynn Betts and Brad Spencer on their 4-
year term re-election to the City Council.  The 2014 year will be another im-
portant election year.  The election will include the Governor, for 4-year term, 
U. S. Senator, for a 6-year term, as well as all the U. S. Congress and State 
Legislators, with 2-year terms.   The political party caucuses are scheduled for 
Tuesday, February 4, 2014. 

Since our last city newsletter, Hennepin County mailed out the estimated 
proposed tax statement.  I received several calls, from people who own agri-
culture land, because of the major increases in their taxes. This is the result of 
land values being benchmarked by the sales of agriculture land in southwest-
ern Minnesota.   We are still waiting to hear from the Minnesota Department 
of Revenue to see what changes will be made for next year.  This year land 
values increased by roughly 30%.  I have been talking to several legislators 
about this issue.   The State Legislature needs to change the law because the 
metropolitan area farmland owner’s lots do not compare to size of fields and 
farming practices as in southern and western Minnesota. 

Locally, while home values have decreased the agriculture land values 
have almost doubled.    Those who pay the most the largest percentage of 
taxes changes yearly.  Again, this year we have had a number of new homes 
built in the City.  Consequently, our total City value increased very slightly 
over last year; which is a first in five years. 

Everyone who lives in the Orono School District will see a slight increase in their 
taxes, due to the school levy which was approved on Election Day.  This change was 
not reflected on your estimated tax statement.  

Continued on page 2 



 

COMMUNITY NOTES 

   
 
 

This Year’s Upcoming Events — 2014 
 

Business Expo — Spring 2014 
Clean-Up Day — May 3, 2014 

Night to Unite — August 5, 2014 
Heritage Fest — September 12 -13, 2014 

Trunk or Treat, Halloween Fun — October 31, 2014  
Election Day — November 4, 2014 
View Santa — December 6, 2014  

 
Coming in February of 2015 — Chill Fest 

 
 Additional details about the events will available as the event nears. 

As always, we welcome volunteers and support.  Contact City Hall if you would like to help. 
 

Creating a community within the City  

Continued from page 1  
On December 5th, two Independence people were recognized by the USDA  Farm Service Agency 

at their annual Tribute to Agriculture dinner in Ramsey.   Leslie Simon was recognized as the woman in 
Hennepin County to receive the Outstanding Service to Agriculture Award and June Sutton was recog-
nized for her Century Farm.   Part of June's farm has already received the Sesquicentennial Farm (150 
year ) recognition.   Congratulations to the two of them! 

 Our City Staff, Public Works Department, and Public Safety Staff have had a busy year and a good 
safety record. We are fortunate to have the very dedicated employees serving our City. 

 
Enjoy the Holidays!   
 
I hope 2014 will be a good year for us all! 
  

Marvin D. Johnson 
Marvin D. Johnson, Mayor 

 A Thanksgiving Day Thank You!   
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A special thanks goes out to ALL the volunteers who helped make this 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner possible.  This year 65 people at-
tended the dinner.  Jeff & Purita Edson have been hosting this event for 

last 11 years, and now Terry Kruger will continue on with the tradition.  We would like to Thank 
the Edson’s, Dobo’s Café and their staff for all their hard work and welcome Terry Kruger and 
his family for their continued support.   



PROPOSED REGIONAL TRAIL 

 
The Park District is working on the development of a proposed regional trail master plan that 
will link Carver to Baker Park Reserves. The regional trail will measure approximately 17 miles 
from Carver Park Reserve in Carver County through the cities of Minnetrista, Independence 
and Maple Plain – terminating at Baker Park Reserve in Hennepin County. The trail alignment 
will connect to the Minnesota River Bluffs LRT, Dakota Rail and Lake Independence Regional 
Trails, the Luce Line State Trail, Kingswood Special Recreation Feature, and Gale Woods Farm 
- linking people with regional parks and other local 
and regional destinations. 
 
Three Rivers Park District, along with the cities of 
Independence and Maple Plain, held an Open 
House on October 29th for the public to learn more 
about the future regional trail in western Hennepin 
County. Several options for potential trail routes  
exist in Maple Plain and Independence, and public 
comment was solicited to recommend a preferred 
route. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The publics input regarding a preferred 
route alignment is being offered via the  
following options  until December 31 2013. 
Please see the website for further details 
www.threeriverspark.org. 
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DELANO SENIOR CENTER 

Delano Senior Center 
234 2nd Street North, PO Box 462 

Delano, MN  55328 
Office:(763) 972-0574,  Fax: (763) 972-9034 

 

Gail Sinkel, Sener Center Coordinator 
Linda Van Lith, Senior Center Assistant Coordinator 

 

The Delano Senior Center and Senior Dining Program is open Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM - 
4:30 PM and Fridays 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  All seniors are invited to participate in the Senior Center's  
programs and nutritious, tasty dinner served at noon every day!  The center van is also available to bring 
seniors to the center and for other trips. 
 
Upcoming Events 
Tues. Dec 31 12:00 New Years Dinner-entertainment by Mike Merriman  
Wed. Jan. 1 Senior Center Closed  
Wed. Jan. 8 9:00 Buffalo Shopping  
Tues. Jan. 14 12:00 “Two Buck Tuesday” co-sponsored by Golden Living Center  
Wed. Jan. 15 10:30 Book Club “The Thirty-Ninth Man” A historical novel of the MN/Dakota war of 1862 
 by local author Dale Swanson.  
10:30 “Fiddler on the Roof” at Chanhassen Dinner Theater  
Mon. Jan. 20 Closed for Martin Luther King Day  
Wed. Jan. 22 9:00 Ridgedale Shopping  
Thursdays, Jan. 23 & 30 “Here’s to your Health!” speakers  
 23rd – Angie Gilmore & Kristen Nelson – Nutrition & Exercise  
 30th – Maria Peterson & Danny Evans – Spiritual & Mental well being  
Wed. Jan. 29 10:30 Lunch at the Sunshine Factory in Plymouth  

 
Monthly Events  
LEGAL AID HELP -1st Mon. of every month 1:00 & 1:30. Call for appt 763-972-0574  
EYE GLASS SMALL REPAIR & ADJUSTMENT – 1st Tues. of every month at 11:30  
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC – Tues from 12:00-2:00  
EXERCISE – Wed & Fri at 11:20-11:40 
BRIDGE - 2nd & 4th Mon at 1:00   
“500” CARDS – 2nd & 4th Wed at 1:00  
BINGO - Mon 11:15. & Fri. 12:30 
FARKEL— 1st & 3rd Tues. at 1:00 
 “MEXICAN TRAIN” DOMINOS – 2ND & 4TH Tues. at 1:00  
CRIBBAGE – 1st & 3rd Wed. at 1:00  
CHOIR – Practices every Mon. at 10:00  
STORYTHEATER – Practices the 1st and 3rd Tues. at 10:00  
WRITERS GROUP – 1st & 3rd Thurs. of the month at 10:30  
BOOK CLUB – 2nd Wed. at 10:30  
PARKINSON SUPPORT GROUP – 3RD Thurs. of the month at 3:00 
SHOPPING TRIPS – Buffalo, Ridgedale and other area malls  
BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED - 2nd Mon. of each month at 12:00  

For more info and a monthly menu log on to www.delano.mn.us/services/departments/senior-center 
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2014 RECYCLING CALENDAR 
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REDUCE - REUSE - RECYCLE 
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PUBLIC WORKS 

Snow Plowing 
    
Minnesota state law and many local ordinances prohibit the plowing, blowing, shoveling or placing of snow 
from sidewalks, driveways and parking lots onto public roadways. This includes ditches, roadsides and 
boulevards. Violations are misdemeanors and liability can extend to both the property owner and the person 
or company who placed the snow improperly. 
 
Depositing snow on a road can create a slippery area, frozen rut, or bump that could contribute to vehicle or 
pedestrian accidents. Other hazards created by the improper placement of snow on or near a public road-
way include drainage problems, drifting, sight obstruction, and safe accessibility. Special attention should be 
made to keep crosswalks, intersections, entrances, and exits clean and unobstructed. 
 
When a snowplow comes along after driveways are cleared, place as much snow as possible from the end 
of the driveway downstream in the direction of traffic and clear an area upstream from the driveway to  
create an open "pocket." 
 
Much of the snow pushed by the plow truck will empty into this pocket  
and less will wind up in the driveway entrance. The pocket needs to be  
maintained to be effective throughout the winter. 
 
The City does not assume liability for a mailbox damaged during  
plowing operations.  The base of the box should be 42 to 44  
inches above street level.  The box must extend  
as far in front of the support post as possible.  
(This reduces risk of snow plow damage.) 

No Wipes in the Pipes 

The Problem with “Disposable Wipes” 

These products appeal to consumers because of manufacturers' claims 
that they can be conveniently flushed down the toilet. But, their cloth-
like material does not break down in the City’s sanitary sewer system 
like toilet paper.  The plastic-based materials are not biodegradable; 
which are causing serious equipment difficulties and blockages, includ-
ing plugged pumps and increasing the City’s maintenance repair costs. 

 
Consumer Reports tested several brands of wipes labeled flushable and found that while toilet pa-
per disintegrated after about eight seconds, the wipes still hadn't broken down after 30 minutes. 
Consumer Reports recommends that users of wipes should dispose of them in the trash instead of 
the toilet. 

Independence Main Pump for 
 Lift Station 27 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 
 Citizen’s Police Academy 

West Hennepin Public Safety announces the  
2014 Citizens Police Academy  

 
West Hennepin Public Safety has announced the dates for the 2014 Citizens Po-
lice Academy. The Citizens Police Academy will start on February 20, 2014 and 
will end with graduation on April 10, 2014. The Academy runs for seven weeks, 
one day a week, Thursday nights, from 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 pm. 

  
 

WHAT IS IT? 
 

The Citizens Academy is a FREE 21-hour block of instruction, sponsored by the Crime Fund, designed 
to give citizens knowledge about how your public safety department operates, our policies, procedures, 
programs and challenges.  In addition, you will be introduced to government officials and staff and 
learn about the responsibilities of their respective office.  Participants in each session will commit to 
meeting 3 hours, one night a week for 7 weeks. 
   
The Citizens Police Academy was designed to create a better understanding of law enforcement 
through education.  The Citizens Police Academy participants are presented with realistic hands on 
information, which will help each participant better understand the police department functions. The 
classroom and hands on information covers: DWI and Traffic Enforcement, home security, use of 
deadly force which included a demonstration of the Taser Gun and FATS training (firearms 
simulation), Hennepin County Dispatch Center, Court procedures including testifying before a 
Judge and many other areas related to law enforcement.  
 
This is a great opportunity to meet your peace officers, fellow citizens, and other members of govern-
ment to learn why we do what we do.  At graduation you will receive a certificate and become a mem-
ber of the Citizens Academy Network Alumni. 
 
 

WHY SHOULD I ATTEND? 
 

We believe an informed citizenry will enhance public safety, make better decisions about how to pro-
tect themselves and their business, understand law enforcement strategies to problem-solving and pro-
vide leadership to other areas of government. 
 
This class is a must for those people who live or work within the West Hennepin Public Safety Depart-
ment’s jurisdiction. The West Hennepin Public Safety Department is currently establishing a list of par-
ticipants who would be interested in the next class. The recommended attendee age is 18 years and 
older. Please contact the West Hennepin Public Safety Department at (763) 479-0500 between the 
hours 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., if you are interested in attending the Citizens Police Academy.  For an  
application or more information see the West Hennepin Public Safety website www.westhennepin.com. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY 

Thank You “View Santa”  
 

THE WEST HENNEPIN PUBLIC SAFETY RESERVES SPONSORED THE 33rd  
ANNUAL “VIEW SANTA” PROGRAM ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7th. 

 
THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO CAME 

OUT TO SEE SANTA AND DONATED  
FOOD . 

 
THE RESERVES COLLECTED OVER 1,000 POUNDS OF FOOD 

FOR LOCAL FOOD SHELVES. 

WHPS — Winter Driving Tips  
 

For a start – you should acquire a healthy respect for cold weather, snow and ice. They are demanding on 
both car and driver. As cold affects the human body, it also affects metal, rubber and other materials in your 
car. It can reduce the effectiveness of you vehicle’s battery by at least 50%. It can freeze tires flat on the 
bottom for at least the first half-mile of travel. It can thicken your car’s lubricants, making starting harder and 
an engine warm-up an absolute necessity before you pull out of the driveway.  

 
• Be able to see and be seen – Clean frost and snow off all windows, mirrors, lights and reflectors. Equip 

your car with good wiper blades and keep an ample supply of windshield washer fluid. If visibility is 
poor, use your full headlamps.  

• Get a feel for the road when you first start out. Careful acceleration to test wheel-spin and gentle brak-
ing to test skidding will dictate how fast you can safely travel.  

• Be gentle with both the accelerator and the brakes as you drive. A light foot on the gas is less likely to 
produce wheel spinning on ice and snow. Braking is best accomplished by an easier pumping action 
on the pedal (unless you have Anti-Lock Braking System - ABS). Locking the brakes will cause loss of 
steering control.  

• Stretch your following distance – Ice or snow can increase your stopping distance from 3 to 10 times.  
• Make turns slowly and gradually, especially at heavily traveled intersection which can become 

“polished” by repeated slipping and sliding of tires. Brake before you come to a curve, not while you 
are in it.  

• Turn into the direction of the skid if the rear of your car breaks traction and begins to slide. Count on 
at least a small second skid as the car straightens out and be prepared to counter this sliding action 
too.  

• Scattered slippery spots and ice patches can cause problems. Stay away from the brake, take your 
foot off the gas and steer as straight as possible until your car slows to a safe speed.  

• You can avoid a collision by intentionally steering your car off the road and into a snow bank in an 
emergency situation. You may get stuck, but you’ll avoid an accident and possible damage and injury.  

• Never warm up a vehicle in an enclosed area, such as a garage. 
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UPDATES 

Planning Commission 
Looking for a way to become more involved in your community and learn more about what’s going 
on in the City? Apply to serve on the City’s Planning Commission!   The City will is accepting  
applications for the Planning Commissions.  The terms are for three years.  
 
The Planning Commission meets on  the second Monday of each month.  
 
If you are interested in applying to serve on the Commission, call City Hall, 763-479-0527.   Appli-
cations are now available at  www.independence.govoffice.com. The deadline is December 31st. 

Three Retiring Maple Plain Firefighters 
 

The City of Independence would like to congratulate and thank Ron Maas, 
Denny Grenell, and Nate Jerde for their years of service and dedication, in 
serving the Maple Plain Fire Department and for keeping the residents of  
Independence safe. 
 

Ron Maas—32 Years  * Denny Grenell—25 Years  * Nate Jerde—20 Years 
 

A retirement dinner was held in their honor on, Friday, November 15th at the  
Island View Golf Club in Waconia 

Recycling Changes 
 

The City of Independence will be signing a new contract with Randy’s Sanitation 
starting in 2014.   

 
What will change? 
  Randy’s now offers single sort recycling.  Meaning you no longer have to separate recyclable 
materials.  This will making recycling much more convenient and easy!  (ex. paper, glass, and 
aluminum can all go together in the same bin)  
  Residents will receive a 65-gallon rolling recycle bin at NO CHARGE.  These bins will be deliv-
ered to residents in mid January. 
 
The more you recycle the less trash to throw away; which may allow you to reduce the size of 
your trash bin.  Thus, saving you money and helping the environment.  
 
Randy’s will be mailing out more information in the next few weeks. 
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UPDATES 

Remember to license and 
clean up after your dog 

 
 

The City reminds all dog 
owners that their animals 

must be licensed. A life-
time dog license 
costs $20. To 
apply for a  

  license, bring a 
copy of your dog’s rabies vaccination and fill out 
a license application at City Hall. 
 

In addition to licensing your dog, please remem-
ber to clean up after them. Scooping up dog 
waste keeps neighborhoods looking nice and 
helps stop diseases from spreading. Picking up 
after your pet also keeps it from washing into 
creeks, streams and lakes. 

Heritage Fest 2014 Planning 
 
The 2014 Heritage Fest will be better than ever, 
with the help of local residents.  The City has  
already started planning for it, but  with your help 
and input, we can make this a city festival for all to 
remember.   
 
The City is looking for volunteers to be part of the 
Heritage Fest Planning Committee.  The festival is 
scheduled for, Friday, September 12th and,  
Saturday, September 13th.  The first planning 
meeting is scheduled for, Wednesday, January 
15th at 9:30AM and 6PM in the conference room 
at City Hall.  Please attend the meeting time that 
is most convenient for you.    
 
For more information please contact the City of 
Independence at 763-479-0527. 

Toys for Tots Donations 
 
 

What an amazing response.  
Thank you to all the residents 
that dropped off  toys at City 
Hall for the Toys for Toys event.  
This year people stepped up 
more than ever.   A caravan of 
local Police Departments  
delivered the toys to the Toys 
for Tots collection center,  
KARE 11, in Golden Valley on  
Thursday, December 19th. 

City Council and the Planning Commission Changes  
 

The January 13th Planning Commission Meeting and  the January 28th City Council Meeting  
will be Canceled.  

11 



1920 County Road 90 
Independence, MN 55359 

Phone: 763-479-0527 
Fax: 763-479-0528 

http://independence.govoffice.com 
 

City Hall Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday  8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Friday  8 a.m. - Noon 
 

City Calendar 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Planning and City Council Meetings  Subject to Change 
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January  

 
 1   New Year’s Day 
13  Planning Commission—Canceled 
14  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 
14  Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
28  City Council—Canceled 

 
 

 
February 

 
10  Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
11  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 
14  Valentine’s Day 
17  President’s Day 
25  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 

 

                 
 
 
 
 
 

 
March 

 
 9   Day Light Savings 
10  Planning Commission  - 7:30p.m. 
11  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 
17  St. Patrick’s Day 
20  First Day of Spring 
25  City Council  - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS  
NOTICE 

 
The Independence City Hall  

Holiday closures : 
 

Tuesday, Dec. 24th—Closing at 12PM 

Wednesday, Dec. 25th— Closed 

Wednesday, Jan. 1st— Closed 

Monday, Jan. 20th— Closed 

Monday, Feb. 17th— Closed 

PRESORTED  
STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

TWIN CITIES, MN  
PERMIT # 32996 

City of Independence 
1920 County Road 90 
Independence, MN 55359 
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