
 

CITY OF  
INDEPENDENCE NEWS 

Winter 2013 

 A letter from the Mayor  
 

Greetings Independence Residents: 
 
The season has changed.  We have had such a beautiful fall!  However, for the benefit of 
our trees and turf we need a good amount of moisture for the soil, rain or snow. 
 
I hope you all had a nice Thanksgiving with family and friends.  We are fortunate to have 
had City Hall as a host location for a community Thanksgiving dinner, and wonderful 
hosts who spend their money to make it happen.  I heard from some who attended that it 
was “Wonderful”.   The shocker of the day was the temperature going from 60 degrees in 
the morning, to wet snow in the afternoon. 
 
Now we are enjoying Christmas music with numerous school and church events, dinners, 
concerts, and theatre productions in the area.  We have endless opportunities.  I don’t 
know about you, but I have to make some difficult choices, as the event dates often con-
flict.  I just wish some of the pre-Christmas events could be in the week between Christ-
mas Day and New Years Day.  Do have a wonderful Christmas season!!! 
 
I’m sure you will join me in being thankful that our elections have past.  The extra amount 
of mail, solicitation calls, and radio and television commercials were almost unbearable.  I 
was proud of our Independence residents’ extremely high voting turnout for the General 
Election.  Unfortunately, the extremely low voter turnout for the Primary Election could 
have made a difference of who you got to vote for in the General Election. 
 
We do have a new State Representative, State Senator and Parks Commissioner.  Our 
Representative is Jerry Hertaus from Greenfield, our Senator is David Osmek from 
Mound, and our Parks Commissioner is Penny Steele from Rogers.  Our appreciation 
goes out to Senator Gen Olson and Representative Steve Smith, who have represented 
us so well for many years. 
 
The Election in our City runs extremely well thanks to our dedicated and well trained staff 
and volunteers.  With the spaciousness of City Hall and the number of voting booths, 
waiting to vote is rare.  I have been told that some places in Minneapolis, people had to 
wait over an hour in line to vote, and some had to wait outside.  Our record voter turn-out 
was 2,447; which is amazing since we only had 2,525 registered voters.  On Election Day 
we added 300 new registered voters, keeping the new registration table especially busy.  
The interesting change over the years is the voting habits.  Many years ago more people 
waited till the end of the day to vote.  Today more people are voting early and the last 
hour of Election Day is usually quite slow. 
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WeCAN is now one of the few providers of human  
services in Western Hennepin County. Programs include:  
Emergency Assistance Program, Meals on Wheels, and 
Family Support Programs. Our Emergency Assistance  
Program offers zero interest emergency loans which are 
given to individuals and families in need, quickly and  
efficiently. Clients receive support through one on one 

guidance and agency referrals. Excellent Meals on Wheels service is provided to home-
bound individuals. “Adopt a Family,” “Birthday Shelf,” and “Ready to Learn School Supply 
Program” are each well utilized by families in need in the western Hennepin communities. 
WeCAN operates with contributions from area individuals, businesses, churches, service  
organizations, various foundations,  
local cities, a Hennepin County  
contract, and through program fees.   
 
For more information log on to  
http://wecan-help.org 

COMMUNITY NOTES 

Continued from Page 1 
 

For those people who may need a driver/transportation to a special location, such as a Doctor’s appointment, 
there is a new service available in the area called WeCab, out of the WeCan location in Mound.  For further 
information call WeCan at 952-472-0742. 
 
By the time you get this newsletter, the City Council will have made their final determination on our City Tax 
Levy.  The estimated City tax amount you received earlier may stay the same or drop even lower.  The Levy 
is dependent upon what we establish as our final City Budget for the 2013 year.  How we end the 2012 
budget year and what our City’s final valuation is established by Hennepin County.  Tax shifts within the clas-
sifications is out of the City’s control. The Council is hoping to keep the rate flat. 
 
Home values have dropped slightly, but we have had an increase in the amount of new construction.  Agri-
culture land values are increasing, and we are told they will increase dramatically again next year.  The De-
lano and Rockford School districts levies were approved.  Hennepin County has a slight increase and other 
taxing districts may have increased their tax. 
 
On Election Day a resident gave me some lines of wisdom to share: “Be careful reading the fine print. 
There’s no way you’re going to like it” and “The nicest thing about the future is that it always starts tomorrow.” 
 
Have a wonderful and safe Christmas and a great New Year! 
 

 

Your Mayor, 

Marvin D. Johnson 

WeCAN’s offices are located at: 
5213 Shoreline Drive 
Mound, MN 55364 
(952) 472-0742 Phone 
(952) 472-5589 Fax 

WeCAN Hours  
Monday 9:00 to 4:30 
Tuesday 9:00 to 6:30 
Closed Wednesday 
Thursday 9:00 to 4:30 
Closed Friday 
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COMMUNITY INFO 

This Year’s Upcoming Events 
 

Clean Water Resource Fair — April 19th, 2013 
The Circus — Summer 2013 

Heritage Fest — September 14th, 2013 
Trunk or Treat, Halloween Fun — October 2013  

View Santa — December 2013  
 

 More details in the coming months 
We are still seeking volunteers.  Contact City Hall if you would like to help. 

 

Creating a community within the City  

      Thank You!   

A special thanks goes out to Jeff &  
Purita Edson for hosting another  
successful Community Thanksgiving   
Dinner at the City Hall Community 

Room.  Over 100 people attended the dinner this year.  We thank 
Dobo’s Café as well as  they helped to  make all this possible. 
 

 

Do You Know??? 
 

Do you know your zip code?  The City of 
Independence does not have its own post 

office, so it shares with three other  
surrounding Cities.  Independence uses 

55359, 55328, and 55357. See the map to 
find your zip code or for more information 

log on to www.usps.com  
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Community or Conference Room Rental 
 

Rent the community room or conference room for your next party.   
Great for holiday parties, Birthdays or weddings.   

For details and availability please call 763-479-0527. 

 

 

REMINDERS 

Winter Reminders: 
 
As winter approaches residents in the City of Independence are 
reminded that it is against the law to deposit snow in any fashion 
onto public streets.  Minnesota State Law and local ordinances  
prohibit the plowing, blowing, shoveling or otherwise placing snow from the driveways 
onto the roadway. 
 
Snow placed on or across the road can create a real hazard, not only for motorists 
but also for the City Snow maintenance equipment.  Heavy snow plow equipment has 
been damaged when hitting compacted and frozen snow deposited in the road right-
of-way. 
 
The Public Works Department reminds us that this action of depositing snow onto a 
public road may be a misdemeanor and the persons responsible may also be liable in 
a civil lawsuit if damage and injuries occur as a result of this action. 

 

         COMMUNITY ROOM RENTAL 
 

Security /Damage Deposit  $   650 
False Fire Alarm   $   350 
Organizations regular mtgs. $   100 
Events w/fewer than 50 people $   150 
Events w/50 – 99 people  $   200 
Events w/100 – 199 people $   300 
Events w/200 – 350 people $   400  
Wedding receptions – resident  $   400 
All other wedding receptions       $   600 
Funeral – resident   $     50 
Funeral – non-resident  $   100 

CONFERENCE ROOM RENTAL 
 
Rent per day   $    100 
  with kitchen   $    150 
  per hour    $      35 
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DELANO SENIOR CENTER 

 

Delano Senior Center 
234 2nd Street North, PO Box 462 

Delano, MN  55328 
(763) 972-0574  

Fax: (763) 972-9034 
 

Gail Sinkel, Sener Center Coordinator 
Linda Van Lith, Senior Center Assistant Coordinator 
 

The Delano Senior Center and Senior Dining Program is open Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM and 
Fridays 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  All seniors are invited to participate in the Senior Center's programs and nutritious, tasty 
dinner served at noon every day!  The center van is also available to bring seniors to the center and for other trips. 
 

Upcoming Events 
Mon., Dec. 31 11:30 New Year’s Eve luncheon, music by Jerry James. $5.00 (3.50 lunch contribution, 1.50 
program)  
Tues., Jan. 1 Closed for New Years Day!  
Tues., Jan. 8 12:00 “Two Buck Tuesday” enjoy lunch for $2.00 today. Co-sponsored by the Golden Living 
Center. Music before lunch.  
Wednesdays, Jan. 16 through Feb. 27 9:30-11:30 Nutrition & Balanced Eating Class. The class is sponsored 
by Allina Buffalo Hospital and will involve going to the grocery store and discussion on better nutrition options. 
This course is hands on, practical and very successful, and no charge!  
Thurs., Jan. 17 12:00 Come for lunch and participate in a “White Elephant” gift exchange.  
Mon., Jan 21 Senior Center closed for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day  
Thurs., Jan. 31 8-12 4 hour driving refresher  
10:45 “Johnny Cash” review at Plymouth Playhouse  
 

Monthly Events   
LEGAL AID HELP -1st Monday of every month 1:00 & 1:30. Call for appointment 763-972-0574  
EYE GLASS SMALL REPAIR & ADJUSTMENT – 1st Tuesday of every month at 11:30  
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC – Tuesdays from 12:00-2:00  
EXERCISE – Wed & Fri at 11:20-11:40  
“500” CARDS – 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 1:00  
BRIDGE—2nd & 4th Monday at 1:00  
BINGO—12:30 Every Monday & Friday  
FARKEL – 1:00 Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday  
“MEXICAN TRAIN” DOMINOS – 2ND & 4TH Tuesdays at 1:00  
CRIBBAGE – 1st & 3rd Wednesday at 1:00  
MOVIE CLUB – Thursdays at 1:00  
CHOIR – 10:30 Mondays  
STORYTHEATER – is currently on break  
WRITERS GROUP – 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month at 10:30  
BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED – 2nd Monday of each month at 12:00  
SHOPPING TRIPS – Buffalo, Ridgedale and other area malls  
PARKINSON SUPPORT GROUP – 3RD Thursday of the month at 3:00 
 

For more information about events and a monthly menu log on to  
http://www.delano.mn.us/services/departments/senior-center 
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NOTES FROM PUBLIC WORKS 
The Public Works Department would like to forward the following article from the  

University of Minnesota’s Center for Transportation Studies 
 
Removing unnecessary and ineffective signs 
 

One of the key points of Minnesota Local Technical Assistance Program’s workshop on traffic sign management is 
this: many signs are ineffective and unnecessary.  Research has found that unnecessary road signs raise sign  
inventory costs and in some cases actually increase the number of crashes.  The workshop and the accompanying 
guidebook discuss which signs your agency should consider removing and how to do it given the possibility of  
public opposition and risk liability. Some highlights from the guidebook, which is on Minnesota LTAP’s publication 
web page, follow.   
 
General guidance 
 
Sign removal should be considered if signs are unaffordable, unnecessary, inconsistent with guidance given from 
the MNMUTCD, or inconsistent with other signs in the inventory.   Many signs are only effective in the presence of 
law enforcement.  Statements of the obvious are a waste of money if there is little or no enforcement of the law. 
 
Which signs aren’t  effective? 
 
Stop, Stop Ahead  

 
STOP signs have proven to have only a marginal effect on driver behavior at low-volume road  
intersections, where the need to stop may not be obvious. Fewer than 20% of vehicles voluntarily stopped 
at STOP signs vs. 9% at intersections with no control. 

 
A STOP sign that is visible along a low-speed road does not need a STOP AHEAD sign in front of it nor an  
INTERSECTION AHEAD sign unless there is sight restriction along the road.  Without compelling reasons, there is 
no need to install STOP signs at residential low-volume intersection; doing so wastes fuel.  These signs could be  
removed if an engineering study determined that doing so did not result in an unusual level of hazard. 
 
Speed limit signs 
 
Speed limit signs have never proven to change driver behavior.  Drivers only comply with speed limits 
(and the signs if the posted limits are consistent with a driver’s perception of the road environment and 
their selection of a safe speed, approximated near the 85th percentile speed.  Analysis of a sample of 
urban, conventional roads found that crash rates decreased with increased speed limits. 
 
Special warning signs 
 

There is no evidence that special warning signs – such as SLIPPERY WHEN WET, WATCH FOR  
CHILDREN, or DEER CROSSING- change driver behavior or reduce travel speed.  Static signs stating 
hazardous conditions that are rarely applicable lose credibility and become part of the background noise 
that drivers tune out.  MnDot is removing DEER CROSSING signs.  
 

The CHILDREN AT PLAY sign may in fact contribute to worsening the environment as parents are 
given a false sense of security that the sign is protecting their children.  
 
Crosswalks and pedestrian warning signs 
Studies have shown that marked pedestrian crosswalks and advance warning signs are not safety  
devices when used at uncontrolled locations. Pedestrian crash rates are higher at marked locations. 
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2013 RECYCLING CALENDAR 
 

Carts with wheels and square bins are available through Randy’s.   A minimal fee is charged for 
the cart, no charge for the bin.  Residents may also use their own container. 
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REDUCE - RECYCLE - REUSE 
 

 

Tips on Ways to Reduce 
 
1. Bring reusable bags and containers when  
shopping, traveling, or packing lunches or leftovers. 
 

2.  Choose products that are returnable, reusable, or 
refillable over single-use items. 
 

3. Avoid individually wrapped items, snack packs, 
and single-serve containers. Buy large containers of 
items or from bulk bins whenever practical.  
Packaging makes up 30% of the weight and 50% of 
trash by volume. 
 

4.  Purchase items such as dish soap and laundry 
detergents in concentrate forms. 
 

5. Compost food scraps and yard waste. Food and 
yard waste accounts for about 11 percent of the  
garbage thrown away in the Twin Cities metro area. 
Many types of food scraps, along with leaves and 
yard trimmings, can be combined in your backyard 
compost bin. 
 

6.  Reduce the amount of unwanted mail you receive. 
The average resident in America receives over 30 
pounds of junk mail per year. 
 

7.  Shop at second-hand stores.  You can find great 
used and unused clothes at low cost to you and the 
environment.  Buy quality clothing that won't wear out 
and can be handed down, whether to other people 
you know or on to a thrift store. 
 

8.  Buy items made of recycled content, and use and 
reuse them as much as you can. For instance, use 
both sides of every page of a notebook before moving 
on to the next clean notebook.  Use unneeded, 
printed on printer paper for a scratch pad. 

Upcoming Fix-It Clinics 
 
Saturday, January 12, 2013, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Lyndale Farmstead Park Recreation Center, 
Minneapolis 
 
Saturday, February 9, 2013, 12 - 3 p.m. 
Brookdale Library, Brooklyn Center 
 
Saturday, March 9, 2013, 12 - 3 p.m. 
TC Maker Hack Factory, Minneapolis 

 Fix-It Clinics    
 

At these events, residents bring in small household  
appliances, clothing, electronics, mobile devices and more. 
With free guided assistance from a volunteer with repair 
skills, you can disassemble, troubleshoot and fix your item. 
Fix-It Clinics reduce the amount of stuff that gets thrown in 
the trash, teach valuable troubleshooting and basic repair 
skills, and build community connections. Volunteer fixers are 
needed to make this initiative a success. Volunteers have 
skills in soldering, electronics and electrical repair, computer 
repair, sewing and general tinkering, and have a strong  
desire to teach and empower people. 

For more information log on to http://www.hennepin.us/fixitclinic 
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PUBLIC SAFETY & EVENTS 

Maple Plain Fire Department 
 

I would like to remind you to prepare for the heating season properly. 
Preparation can decrease the chances of an accidental house fire and 
carbon monoxide poisoning.  Test your Smoke and carbon monoxide  
detectors, and confirm your home has the appropriate number of  
detectors located in the proper places.  In general, the state building code  
requires that smoke alarms be provided on each floor of a dwelling and in 
the corridor giving access to bedrooms and in bedrooms. Alarms in new 
construction must receive their power from the building wiring and have a 
battery backup in the event of electrical power loss. 
 

Also, every dwelling must be provided with a carbon monoxide alarm 
within 10 feet of each sleeping room.  Carbon Monoxide alarms may be 
hardwired, battery operated or plugged into an un-switched outlet. 
 

Furnaces and fireplaces should be to be checked annually for proper function and safety of the vents / chim-
ney's. Birds and squirrels can build nests and block the flue and fill the structure with carbon monoxide. The 
fresh air intakes need to be checked as well; allowing a fireplace and the Furnace to operate correctly.   
 

It’s very important for your household to go over a fire escape plan.  Remember to have two ways out and a 
meeting place in the front yard so you can inform the police and fire department about what has happened. 
Never go back in to a burning structure.  We, the fire department need to have your information and be in-
formed about who lives in the home.  Should we need to rescue someone we need to know as soon as possi-
ble where to find them in a home.  If you have any questions you can contact me at dlzinger@frontiernet.net. 
Have a safe and Merry Christmas.   
 

Dave Eisinger 
Maple Plain Fire Chief 

   View Santa 
 

On Saturday, December 1st West Hennepin Public Safety  
Officers and Reserves held their 32nd annual View Santa  
program.  They escorted Santa on a nine mile route through  
Independence and Maple Plain, passing out candy, collecting  
food and money donations for the Maple Plain Area Food Shelf.  
Santa stopped at both the Maple Plain and Independence City 
Halls for pictures and to find out what special gift everyone  
wanted.  Santa also made a stop at the Bryant House and Haven Homes. 
 
WHPS Officers and Reserves would like to thank Independence and Maple Plain residents for making this 
another successful year.  The community, with their charitable support, donated over 1025 pounds of food. 

The Maple Plain Food Shelf is located in the basement of the Maple Plain Community Church and is open 
Monday and Friday from 12:00 pm to 2:00 pm and Tuesday from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 

West Hennepin Public Safety 
 
 

During this Winter Season I would like to take this opportunity to say ‘Thank You’ to all the police, reserve offi-
cers and firefighters that serve our communities. They are very dedicated to the safety and well being of all 
the citizens of Maple Plain and Independence. Additionally, I wish to thank the families of these dedicated 
public servants for the sacrifice they often are forced to make.  
THANK YOU FOR MAKING OUR COMMUNITIES SAFE! 
   
It is also time for a reminder on winter safety and survival. 
 

A Winter Survival Kit app was developed by NDSU Extension Service and Devices, and funded with USDA 
National Institute of Food and Agriculture Smith-Lever Special Needs grants.  
 

The app also provides NDSU Extension Service information on how to put together a physical winter survival 
kit and prepare your vehicle for winter driving, and how to stay safe when stranded in a winter storm. 
 

The Winter Survival Kit smartphone app can be as critical as a physical winter survival kit if you find yourself 
stuck or stranded in severe winter weather conditions.  
 

Winter Survival Kit will: 
 Help you find your current location,  
 Call 911, notify your friends and family,  
 Store important phone and policy numbers for insurance or roadside assistance.  
 Designate emergency contacts you want to alert when you become stranded. 
 Determine your geographic location and contact emergency services.  
 

The app's "gas calculator" will help you estimate how long you can run your engine on your remaining fuel. 
 

Winter Survival Kit will alert you every 30 minutes to remind you to periodically turn off 
your engine and to check your exhaust pipe for snow buildup. These alerts are critical in 
helping you avoid deadly carbon monoxide poisoning. 
 

The app is available for free in the Android Market and the Apple Store.  
http://www.ag.ndsu.edu/extension/apps/winter-survival-kit 
 

Secondly, it is important to completely clean the snow off of your car for a safe  
and trouble-free trip.  Snow from the hood will blow back and cause further  
defrosting problems.  It can also melt and refreeze on your windshield.  The snow  
on the roof will cover the rear window; snow on the rear deck will blow down onto  
your taillights, causing them to become invisible to people who are following behind you. 
 

A few other safe winter driving tips: 
 Be sure to fully defrost or scrape all windows on your vehicle. 
 Make sure that your car has been properly serviced, the brakes are in proper working order and the  
      exhaust and cooling systems have been checked. 
 Keep your gas tank over half-full to avoid moisture in gas lines from freezing. 
 Stock your car with the basic winter driving equipment: windshield scraper; brush; small shovel; jumper    
      cables; tow chain; and a bag of sand or cat litter for traction.  Include emergency items such as road  
      flares, a blanket, flashlight, and extra batteries. 

Continue... 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 
Continued from Page 10 
 

Put together an emergency survival kit to keep in your car: a metal bucket or coffee can; a small candle with 
matches or a disposable lighter; a brightly colored square piece of cloth such as a bandana; a basic 1st aid kit; 
a large plastic garbage bag for insulating feet, legs and torso; and high energy non-perishable foods. 
 
Many citizens have stopped by West Hennepin Public Safety’s office to take advantage of the free gunlock 
safety kits that our partnership with Project ChildSafe, a nationwide firearms safety education program, dis-
tributed.  Each kit contains a safety curriculum and a cable-style gunlock that securely stores your firearms. 
The locks fit on most types of handguns, rifles and shotguns. The goal is to prevent a child or any other unau-
thorized person from accessing a firearm in your home. All citizens interested are encouraged to stop at West 
Hennepin Public Safety to pick up their free gunlock.  
 
If you have any questions concerning winter driving tips or the gun lock safety kits, please feel free to call our office at 
(763) 479-0500. 
 
Your Police Chief, 
 
Ray McCoy 
West Hennepin Public Safety 

 

Citizens Police Academy 
Class Graduation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Citizens Police Academy is a free course put on to help inform, educate and build relationships between 
the West Hennepin Public Safety Department and the citizens they serve. 

 
The next Citizens Academy is tentatively scheduled for March 7 – April 18, 2013.  

It is not too early to plan on attending. 

 
Front Row: Peggy Pouliot, Cindy McWilliams, Caroline McCoy, Debbie Moulds, Dennis Erbes. 
Back Row:  Officer Rick Denneson, Roger Theis, Russ Anderson, Connor Box, Justin McCoy,  

Gary Valenta, Lyle Brandt, Sgt. Gary Kroells and Director Ray McCoy.  Not pictured: Steve Borchers. 

Twelve citizens of the community  
completed the West Hennepin Public 
Safety’s Citizens Police Academy 
course on November 15.  Through the 7 
week course, the participants learned 
about the Police Department and its his-
tory.  They experienced what it was like 
to make a traffic stop and how to testify 
in a court setting.  Other classes during 
the 7 weeks included information on Po-
lice K-9 and their use, taking a tour of 
the Hennepin County 911 Dispatch  
Center, recognizing and arresting  
impaired drivers, Use of Force tactics 
and weapons, investigative procedures, 
and narcotics. 
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CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS  
NOTICE 

 
The Independence City Hall  

Holiday closures : 
 
 
 Monday, December 24 — Closed 
 
 Tuesday, December 25 — Closed 
 
 Tuesday, January 1 — Closed 
 
 Monday, January 21 — Closed 
 
 Monday, February 18 — Closed 

PRESORTED  
STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

TWIN CITIES, MN  
PERMIT # 32996 

1920 County Road 90 
Independence, MN 55359 

Phone: 763-479-0527 
Fax: 763-479-0528 

http://independence.govoffice.com 
 

City Hall Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday  8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Friday  8 a.m. - Noon 
 

City Calendar 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Planning and City Council Meetings  Subject to Change 

City of Independence 
1920 County Road 90 
Independence, MN 55359 
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January  
 
  1  New Year’s Day 
  8  City Council - 7:30 p.m 
14  Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
21 Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
22  City Council - 7:30 p.m 
 
 

February 
 

  2  Ground Hogs Day 
11  Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
12  City Council - 7:30 p.m 
14 Valentine’s Day 
18  President’s Day 
26  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 
 

                 
 
 
 
 
 

March 
 
10  Daylight Savings 
11  Planning Commission  - 7:30p.m. 
12  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 
17  St. Patrick’s Day 
20  Spring Begins  
26   City Council - 7:30 p.m. 
31   Easter 

 
 

 
 


	Upcoming Fix-It Clinics
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