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          A letter from the Mayor  

 

 
 
 
 

 
Dear Independence Residents: 
 
 It seemed like Winter was not going to give up for Spring.  However, the late 
snows and now continuous rains have at lest put a temporary end to our drought.  
It has also been a long time since we have had lilacs blooming so late and so many 
flowers on the bushes.  
 This Memorial Day gave me another chance to express my thanks to all the 
Veterans that served our county, to all those serving now, and to their  
families that are sacrificing so much. 
 This is the season of graduation parties.  Congratulations to all the new 
graduates, weather it be from our local high schools, private school, home school, 
vocational school, or college.  Graduates, there are a lot of  
opportunities and challenges ahead, and I want to wish you well.  
 In the last newsletter article I mentioned about a local transportation service 
available called “WeCab” headquartered out of Mound, phone  
952-472-3222. The more volunteers in Independence they have, the more people 
they can help here.  If you would like to be a volunteer, please call 952-472-3222 to 
see how you can help.  This service is especially useful for people with  
pre-scheduled appointments and those who need dependable transportation. 
 In the past we have mentioned about trying to give away the house next to 
City Hall.  I hate to see it destroyed , but if we do not have a taker before this fall, 
that will be the result.  If you are interested in the home, contact City Hall. 
 I just heard our area will be getting a new Metropolitan  Council Representa-
tive.  Due to redistricting, our representative lived out of our district.   I have been 
told that a selection process will be completed by the end of June. 
  



COMMUNITY NOTES 

Continued from Page 1 
 

Independence will be having an election this fall too.  There will be two council seats up for election, for more 
information please see the article in this newsletter.  Be sure to vote whether there are many candidates or no 
opposition.  Your vote matters.  
 
We have a few City events I want to remind all of our residents about.  On, Monday, July  1st we have our bi-
annual circus event and on, Saturday, September 14th will be our Heritage Fest.  Both of these events will be 
held at Pioneer Park, just North of City Hall.  Again this summer there will be a weekly “Farmers Market” in  
Maple Plain. 
 

Now that June is here, I hope we have more SUNNY days!  Enjoy  your summer. 
 
    Your Mayor, 

 

New West Hennepin Public Safety Officers Swearing In and Retirement 
 

Russell O’Fallon 
 

The West Hennepin Public Safety welcomed their newest member on the 
force, Officer Russell O’Fallon. 
 
The swearing in ceremony took place on April 9that 6:00 p.m. at the City of  
Independence Council Chambers.  The public was invited; cake and coffee 
were served after the ceremony. 
 

Todd Boelter 
 

After 28 years in law enforcement, Sgt. Todd Boelter, of West Hennepin Public Safety (WHPS), retired 
Tuesday, April 30. WHPS thanks Sgt Todd Boelter for his years of service and dedication to the cities of 
Maple Plain and Independence.  
 
Congratulations and enjoy your retirement! 

 

Volunteers Wanted 
 

  The City is looking for Volunteers to help with upcoming Events: 
   
 The Carson and Barnes Big Top Circus on, Monday, July 1st  
 Heritage Fest starting mid afternoon, Friday, September 13 &  
   all day, Saturday, September 14th 

 
If you would like to help in any way please contact the City today!  763-479-0527. 
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 THE CIRCUS IS COMING TO TOWN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The circus is stopping in Independence at Pioneer Park,  
2055 County Road 90 on  

 

Monday, July 1st  
 

2 Performances 
 

4:30 p. m.  & 7:30 p.m. 
 

Midway open Early—Tent Raising at 9:30 a.m.   
Enjoy Elephant and Camel Rides, Tour the Tent, and FREE Petting Zoo  

              This is your chance to see a big top circus performance. 
 

Tickets available Now! 
 

ON CIRCUS DAY AT THE BOX OFFICE       Adult: $16  Child:$10 
IN ADVANCE ONLINE    Adult: $14 Child: $8 
IN ADVANCE AT CITY HALL     Adult: $12 Child: $6 
 

 
RESERVED SEATS, PREMIUM BOX SEATS , PREFERRED SEATS are available on the website. 

 
For more information and ticket sales click on the City’s website—www.independence.govoffice.com  

www.independence.govoffice.com and click events. 
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REMINDERS 

Operation and Maintenance Tips for Septic Systems 
 

Proper operation and maintenance will prevent costly repairs and replacement in the future. 
 

Control water use 
 Repair all leaky faucets, fixtures, and appliances immediately. 

 Install low water use fixtures and appliances (especially toilets and shower heads). 

 Do not empty roof drains and sump pump water into the septic system. 

 Wash only full loads of clothing and dishes. 

 Reduce length of showers and number of toilet flushings. 

 Reroute water softener discharge water out of the septic system. 

 Spread water use, such as laundry, evenly throughout the day and week. 
 

Eliminate harmful products from the system 
 Reduce or eliminate use of harsh cleaners, disinfectants, detergents, and bleach. 

 Dispose of solvents, paints, and unwanted medications through other means. 

 Keep grease, lint, food particles, cigarette butts, paper towels, disposable diapers, coffee grounds, feminine hygiene  
       products, plastics, and other solid products out of the system. 
 Use only necessary amounts of liquid non-phosphorus detergents and cleaners. 
 

Do not use additives 
It is not necessary to use additives to enhance the performance of a properly operating system. If the level of bacterial activity 
is low, it is because disinfectants and other products are killing them. Reduce or eliminate the use or disposal of these products 
in the system to allow the bacteria to re-establish. Some additives cause solids to become suspended in the liquids. These solids 
will end up in the drain field, causing significant damage. 
 

Regularly clean/pump and inspect the septic tank 
- The septic tank must be cleaned or pumped regularly to remove all solids. Never go into the septic tank. It lacks oxygen and 
contains dangerous gases. 
 Always clean the tank through the manhole (20- to 24-inch opening). 

 Always use a licensed professional. 

 Be sure all solids are removed (flush and back-flush). 

 Inspect the baffles to be sure they are in place and functioning properly. 
 

Maintain pumps and filters properly 
 All pumps and motors should be routinely checked for proper operation. 

 Replace weak or faulty pumps and motors. 

 Install and clean lint filters on laundry equipment. 

 Clean or replace effluent filters regularly. 

 Attend to alarms on pumps and filters immediately. 
 

Protect the soil treatment area 
 Mow but do not fertilize or water turf grasses. 

 Keep heavy vehicles (cars, tractors, snowmobiles, etc.) off soil treatment area. 

 Do not place gardens, swing sets, or sand boxes over this area. 

 Do not plant trees and shrubs on or close to this area. 
 Maintain stands of appropriate plants on constructed wetland sites. 

For More Information Contact 
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REMINDERS 

 

ELECTIONS IN THE FALL 
 

The City of Independence will be accepting Affidavits of Candidacy for 
the November 5th, 2013 City election in which two (2) City Council 

Members will be elected to terms of four (4) years.   The filing period 
will open on Tuesday,  July 30, 2013.  Filling will close at 5.p.m. on 

Tuesday, August 13, 2013; with a two day withdrawal period. There is 
a $2 filing fee due at the time of filing. 

 
Council member Lynn Betts and Brad Spencer’s terms will be up this  

December 31, 2013. 

City Sewer— Acceptable Items to Discharge 
 

 
Do NOT put paper products such as paper towels, moist towelettes, 
tissue (Kleenex®, etc.), handy wipes, disposable towels, diapers, 
sanitary napkins, and feminine products down the drain. The only pa-
per product that should be flushed is toilet paper.  
 
Kitchen solids, such as fruit and vegetable rinds and peels, corn  
kernels, eggshells, and chicken bones can also cause blockage.   
Garbage disposals do not always reduce some of these items to the 
point that they will flush clear of the lateral lines. 
 
Do NOT dump cooking grease and oils down the drain. Flushing out   
the grease with hot water will not work either; this only  
causes a build up further down the drain and eventually 

contributes to a stoppage in the lateral or sewer pipes. Avoid using chemicals that 
claim to dissolve grease, such as vinegar and baking soda. Those products only 
dislodge grease clogs and move them further down the pipe, which can lead to 
similar problems. To dispose of cooking grease, pour it into a heat-resistant con-
tainer, such as a milk carton, and allow it to cool and set. That container should 
then be disposed in the regular garbage. 

 
If a pump station’s alarm and light on, please contact the City of Independence at 
763-479-0527.  After hours and weekend calls will be directed to an on-call Public Works staff 
member. 
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REDUCE - REUSE - RECYCLE 
 

Medicine disposal services offered by Hennepin County 
 

Hennepin County provides six drop boxes for residents to dispose of their medicines. The county has also 
previously collected medicines at events and visits to senior living facilities. No events or visits are  
scheduled at this time. 
 

Hennepin County does not provide service to pick up medicines directly from your home. If someone  
contacts you offering this service, please call your local law enforcement agency. 
 

Drop box locations—The green medicine drop boxes are located in the lobby at each location.  
 

Brooklyn Center – Hennepin County Library/District Court – Brookdale 
Brooklyn Park - Hennepin County Sheriff’s Patrol Headquarters 
Edina – Hennepin County Library – Southdale 
Minneapolis - Hennepin County Public Safety Facility 
Minnetonka – Hennepin County District Court Ridgedale 
Spring Park - Hennepin County Sheriff’s Water Patrol 
 
For more information see contact Hennepin County. 

 

 

Help people in need by donating gently used : 
Clothing, Household Items, Furniture,  

& Vehicles.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Fix-It Clinics 
 

Bring your broken household goods and clothing in need 
of repair to a Hennepin County Fix-It Clinic. First come, 
first served. Please also bring any tools and supplies you 
think might help with the job.  
 

Saturday, July 20, noon - 4 p.m. 
North Commons Community Rec Center, 1801 James 
Ave N., Minneapolis 
 

Saturday, August 10, noon - 4 p.m. 
Eden Prairie Senior Center, 8950 Eden Prairie Road, 
Eden Prairie 
 

Saturday, September 14, noon - 4 p.m. 
University of Minnesota ReUse Warehouse, 883 29th 
Avenue SE, Minneapolis 

A Salvation Army drop-off bin is located in the 
parking lot of City Hall. Items of all size can 
be dropped off there if you call the Salvation 
Army in advance or they can pick it up at your 
home free of charge. 
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DELANO SENIOR CENTER 
 

Delano Senior Center 
234 2nd Street North, PO Box 462 

Delano, MN  55328 
(763) 972-0574  

Fax: (763) 972-9034 
 

Gail Sinkel, Sener Center Coordinator 
Linda Van Lith, Senior Center Assistant Coordinator 

 
The Delano Senior Center and Senior Dining Program is open Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
and Fridays 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM.  All seniors are invited to participate in the Senior Center's programs and  
nutritious, tasty dinner served at noon every day!  The center van is also available to bring seniors to the center 
and for other trips. 
 

Upcoming Events 
 

Wed., June 19 12:30 Play Wheel of Fortune on the Wii  
Wed., June 26 4:30 Supper at Russells in Big Lake  
Tues., July 2 12:30 Patriotic Program by dueling pianos “F Sharp.” Cost: $3.50 lunch contribution, $1.50 program  
Thurs., July 4 Center closed for Independence Day  
Fri., July 5 10:30 Brunch & Fire Cracker Bingo. $4.00  
Wed., July 10 10:45 Excelsior shopping and lunch at Antiquity Rose  
Thurs., July 11 9:00 Buffalo Shopping  
Tues., July 16 7:30 Turtle Lake Casino trip. $5.00, receive $5.00 in slot play upon arrival  
Wed., July 17 9:00 Ridgedale Shopping  
Tues., July 23 10:30 Luncheon outing to ????  
Thurs., July 25 9:00 Maple Grove Shopping  
Tues., July 30 Mystery Trip  
Fri., Aug. 2 10:30 Brunch & Garden Party Bingo  
Wed., Aug. 7 12:30 Polka music by “Pint Size Polka”, Pie Day too!! Cost: $3.50 lunch contribution, $1.50 program  

 

Monthly Events  

  
LEGAL AID HELP -1st Monday of every month 1:00 & 1:30. Call for appointment 763-972-0574  
EYE GLASS SMALL REPAIR & ADJUSTMENT – 1st Tuesday of every month at 11:30  
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC – Tuesdays from 12:00-2:00  
EXERCISE – Wed & Fri at 11:20-11:40 
BRIDGE—2nd & 4th Monday at 1:00   
“500” CARDS – 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 1:00    
BINGO—11:15 Mondays & 12:30 Fridays  
FARKEL— 1st & 3rd Tuesday at 1:00    
“MEXICAN TRAIN” DOMINOS – 2ND & 4TH Tuesdays at 1:00  
CRIBBAGE – 1st & 3rd Wednesday at 1:00 
CHOIR – 10:30 Mondays    
STORYTHEATER – resumes practicing-1st & 3rd Tuesday at 10:30  
WRITERS GROUP – 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month at 10:30  
BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED – 2nd Monday of each month at 12:00  
PARKINSON SUPPORT GROUP – 3RD Thursday of the month at 3:00  

For more info and a monthly menu log on to http://www.delano.mn.us/services/departments/senior-center 

Movies Thursday at 1:00  
 

Thurs. June 20 Quartet  
Thurs. July 4 CLOSED-No Movie  
Thurs. July 11 Crimes of the Heart  
Thurs. July 18 Gran Torino  
Thurs. July 25 Amadeus  
 

SHOPPING TRIPS – Buffalo,  
Ridgedale and other area malls  
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HERITAGE FEST 

Jump Starting Festival Events, Activities Beginning  
Friday September 13th. 

 
The 2013 Heritage Fest is on its way to becoming a very busy and fun time for all ages; with many different 
activities planned; activities for all ages. 
 
Starting off the Festival the first events will be starting on Friday, September 13; the times have yet to be set 
in concrete.  The Horse Shoe, Sand Volley Ball and Frisbee (Disc) Golf tournaments will   begin.  So please 
start practicing, selecting your teams, and remember age doesn’t matter.     
We welcome anyone who wishes to participate.  We may have to have two different age   
groups going, what fun!!  The playoffs of those tournaments will be on Saturday, September 14th, possibly 
mid-morning. 
 
Following the tournaments on Friday afternoon, we are planning on a pig roast; so you don’t have to go 
home to eat.  The City has approved a temporary 3-2 beer license for the event. 
 
After you have filled your stomach with good food, you can then dance it off at our First Annual “Dance in the 
Park”, music provided by the one and only Shane Martin, an Independence,  
Minnesota based, Nashville recording artist.  Please stay and enjoy some modern country/rock energy. 
Shane has been in the business for over 15 years. 
 

He just recently released his 4th CD “Light it Up”, 
recorded in Nashville, which he will have available 
during the performance. 
 
Then, don’t forget to come back on Saturday, 
September 14th, the grounds will be open from 
9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The day will be filled with 
fun activities for all ages.   
 

The list includes: 
 Horseshoe, Sand Volley Ball, and Frisbee Golf Playoff Tournaments 
 Craft Health, and Game Vendor Booths 
 Food Vendors  
 Car and Tractor Show 
 Parade  
 Music 
 The Pig Race Show 
 Plus, much more 

 
This will be followed by an Auction (if anyone has anything they would like to donate for 
the auction, please let us know) part of the proceeds will go back into the further construction of the park and 
to the local food shelf. The Shriners and their beautiful horses, wagon rides and did I say lots of food. 

 
The planning details are still in the works so please see the check the City’s website, as we will be adding 
more and more fun events for you to enjoy.  www.independence.govoffice.com 
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Pig Races… 
 

And if the Band, tournaments, food, vendors and just a real great environment isn’t enough; do we have some fun 
and excitement for the whole family.  For the first time ever, in this part of the State, we would like to invite you to 
attend one, if not both of the  “First Famous L.A. Racing Pig Show”, direct from the Nevis/Ackley area of the State. 
 

I can guarantee you a fun, laughing, couldn’t believe you actually did that sort activity and 
lived to talk/brag about it.  So have your camera’s ready, your hula hoop groove all revved 
up, your jumping down pat – who knows you may become the next world renown jump 
roper.  And did I say “pig races”?  Yes, indeed – get ready to pick your little piggy, sponsor 
it and challenge it to a race against your co-worker, spouse, your competitor, mom or dad 
– really, anybody you would like to take on.  If you’ve got your groove on and so does your 
sponsored piggy, you may be the lucky winner of the First Annual Independence Pig  
Racing Event traveling trophy.  Now, isn’t that something to get excited about? 

 

So start thinking now of your little pigs outfit or color, it could be a simple as a colored scarf and whom you would 
like to or dare challenge. 
 

Notice – we are hosting the “Pig Roast” on Friday evening as not to put too much stress on those little guys on Sat-
urday. As it says in the Nevis Northwoods Press; “if you’re last, you’re lunch”.   Lucky for those little guys, I respect 
them much more than that… 
 

Are you any good at face painting, particularly piggy’s; how about any of the Churches out there?  What a fun thing 
to do, painting all those little kids faces to look like the little piggy’s?  Please be the first to call and let us know 
if you will be the lucky ones to do that, we could even split the time up between a couple churches? 

Eagle Scout Dedication of the Flag Guard Post 
 
Please join us at noon to help us dedicate the new post for the Unites States flag. We no longer have a 4” PVC pipe 
sticking out of the ground as the flag stand.  The City would like to thank Eagle Scout Michael Hurst, his family and 
Troop 273 (Delano) for all their help in making this possible. There are still a few little items that need to be completed; 
I am looking for the couple who introduced themselves as the “Lily Specialist” at last Fall’s election.  I’m sorry, but I 
misplaced your names and would like for you to contact me, Toni Hirsch, at City Hall; if you’re still willing to donate 
some of your wonderful lilies to be used to complete the flag stand. We would be very grateful for your help. 

VOLUNTEERS- VOLUNTEERS -VOLUNTEERS 
 
Yes, I’m talking to YOU! Doesn’t all this sound like a ton of fun?  Yes, it does – but it won’t all happen by 
itself.  We could really use your talents, whether it’s planning, advertising, directing traffic, soliciting for 
auction items, helping with the auction, do you know any tractor, car, snowmobile clubs, who you could 
help us get signed up for event on Saturday, do some follow-up with some perspective vendors, help 

with a farmers market and who knows how to set up tournaments of this kind, we could really use help in this 
area.  I know that there has to be someone, or two of you out there that are just waiting for this invite to help; 
even for just one thing; it’s one less item that someone else may have to do. 
 

We have chairpersons already, ready to get to work, they just need some help.  I’m putting a challenge out to the 
residents of this fair City to step out of your comfort zones and get busy – what’s that saying?  We can’t do it with-
out you, set an example for your kids or even get them involved somehow.  We can’t wait to meet you! 

HERITAGE FEST 
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PUBLIC SAFETY  
 

  West Hennepin Public  

Safety Department  

NIGHT TO UNITE! 

TUESDAY, AUGUST 6th, 2013 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm 
  

Wanted:  Neighborhood Party Hosts 

Join neighbors across Maple Plain and Independence on Tuesday, August 6, 2013 for the 4th Annual 
Night to Unite in Minnesota. Sponsored by the Minnesota Crime Prevention Association, AAA of  
Minnesota/Iowa, and local law enforcement agencies, Night to Unite will celebrate and strengthen 
neighborhood and community partnerships. 
 
Night to Unite is designed to: 
1.  Get to know one another in your neighborhood; 
2.  Build neighborhood involvement by bringing police and communities together; and 
3.   Bring awareness to crime prevention and local law enforcement efforts! 

MCPA President Terry Thomton said, “I invite neighborhoods in every City and County throughout the 
state of Minnesota to become involved in Night to Unite activities. This is an opportunity for neighbor-
hoods and communities to band together, enjoy a summer evening, and get to know who belongs in 
their neighborhoods.” 
  
West Hennepin Public Safety would like to encourage neighborhoods to get together between 6:00 
p.m. and 9:00 p.m. on August 6th, 2013 to fight crime and take back our neighborhoods. The best 
crime prevention tool for our communities is “neighbors looking out for each other” says Sgt. Gary 
Kroells. If you know who your neighbors are and those neighbors see something suspicious they will 
call the police.  Get involved and take this opportunity to host a neighborhood party and meet your 
neighbors. 
  
If you or your neighbors host a neighborhood Night to Unite event, the West Hennepin Police Depart-
ment and the local fire department will make a visit to your event and provide crime fighting and fire 
safety tips for your group. Take the initiative and organize your neighborhood event and let’s have a 
Night to Unite on Tuesday, August 6, 2013. 
  
For more information pertaining to Night to Unite or how to get involved, contact West Hennepin Public 
Safety Department at (763) 479-0500 and speak with Night to Unite Coordinator Sgt. Kroells. You can 
also visit the West Hennepin Public Safety Department website at www.westhennepin.com for more 
information on Night to Unite. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY  

West Hennepin Public Safety Department 
Citizens Police Academy Graduation 

 
On May 2nd 2013, the West Hennepin Public 
Safety Department held its graduation ceremony 
for the 2013 Citizens Police Academy.  The at-
tendees went through a 7 week educational 
course to learn about topics such as; the history 
of the department, how the 911 system works, 
traffic enforcement, use of force and deadly 
force, Police K9’s, crime scene investigation and 
several other topics.  The class of 9 participants 
were to have graduation on April 18th but due to  
a large snow storm, the ceremony was post-
poned until the 1st Thursday in May. 
 
Look for the next class of the Citizens Po-
lice Academy to start in the spring of 2014.  
For more information, contact the West 
Hennepin Public Safety Department at 763-
479-0500. 

The attendees pictured above are: front row – Karen Anderson, Dale Vassar, 
Joe Baker, Brad Spencer, Mike Field, Chief Ray McCoy.  Second Row – Sgt. 
Gary Kroells, Allan Chappell, Ann Chappell, Gary Nehring, Tommy McConn, 
Officer Rick Denneson. 

Weather System  
 
West Hennepin Public Safety was awarded a weather station from Hennepin County 
Emergency Management grant for weather stations.  
 
Director Ray McCoy had applied for the grant to be installed at West Hennepin Public 
Safety since we are one of the most western Police Departments in Hennepin County.  
 
The grant was approved and Hennepin County has installed the weather station on the roof of the garage.  
 
The web site information in which the data will be live is still in development stage. A notice will be posted 
on West Hennepin Public Safety’s website and on Facebook when it is available for the public. 
 
This weather station is set up to give real time information on wind speed, temperature, wind direction and 
rainfall amounts that will be fed into the Hennepin County EM EOC and to the National Weather Service.  

Now Follow West Hennepin Public Safety  on Facebook and Twitter 
 

West Hennepin Public Safety is excited to communicate more real times by Facebook and Twitter.  WHPS 
will be posting crime alerts, other activities and community events that the department is involved in.  
 
Keep up and current with what is happening at your local police department. Visit West Hennepin Public 
Safety website athttp://westhennepin.com and click on Twitter or Facebook icon. 
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1920 County Road 90 
Independence, MN 55359 

Phone: 763-479-0527 
Fax: 763-479-0528 

http://independence.govoffice.com 
 

City Hall Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday  8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Friday  8 a.m. - Noon 
 

City Calendar 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Planning and City Council Meetings  Subject to Change 
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July  

 
  1  Circus at Pioneer Park 
  4  Independence Day—Closed 
  5  Office Closed 
  9  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 
15  Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
23  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
August 

 
  6  Night to Unite (National Night Out) 
12  Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 
13  City Council - 7:30 p.m 
27  City Council - 7:30 p.m 

 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
September 

 
  2  Labor Day 
  9  Planning Commission  - 7:30p.m. 
10  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 
13  Kick-off to Heritage Fest 
14  Heritage Fest  
24  City Council - 7:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE 

HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS  
NOTICE 

 
The Independence City Hall  

Holiday closures : 
 
 
 Thursday, July 4th - Closed 
 
 Friday, July 5th - Closed 
 
 Monday, September 2nd -Closed  

PRESORTED  
STANDARD 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

TWIN CITIES, MN  
PERMIT # 32996 

City of Independence 
1920 County Road 90 
Independence, MN 55359 
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