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A letter from the Mayor
Think Spring!

A year ago at this time in March there was no snow on the ground and we
had our first 70 degree day of the year and no more freezing nights.

The unfortunate result was there was no season for people who love to
gather Maple Sap. In order for the sap to run, you need warm sunny days and
freezing nights. Let's hope that we have some of that weather this spring.

Also, the summer and fall drought may make some difference this spring too.
Hopefully, our local people will get some maple syrup. I'm

especially anxious, because we have three local men who have tapped
approximately 600 trees on our family's farm. They have plastic hoses, barrels
and pumps ready to go, and | want watch the tapping process.

It is also the time for all the spring High School Sports tournaments,

Hockey, Wrestling and Basketball. It seems like we usually get a good spring
snow storm during one of those tournaments. Will it happen again?

| was hoping by the time | had to write this newsletter article we would have
received our property tax valuation notices for 2014 taxes from the County. |
am anxious to see what the final property value trend was for 2012. | know we
have seen more house sales; which gives a good benchmark. That will tell us
if they are selling at the assessed value, above value, or below value. I've
been told that agriculture land will have another major increase
because of sales in southwestern Minnesota.

When you do get your statements, if you have
questions, be sure to talk to the assessor first. If they
can't resolve your concern, then make sure you schedule
a meeting with the Council Board of Appeals. Our council
has kept that responsibility rather than turning it over to the
County.

To my knowledge, we have no major highway construction
projects scheduled this summer in the City by either the County
or the State. No detours!

Continued on page 2
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COMMUNITY NOTES

Continued from Page 1

Vinland Center has nearly completed their major expansion project and plan on having an Open House
later this spring. Windsong Golf Course will be adding some overnight facilities this summer for out-of-town
guests and we continue to see several new homes being built in the City.

This summer we hope to have a couple of events in our City Park.

This fall we have a couple of council members whose four year terms end; which means we will have a city
election.

Again, think spring and enjoy it!

"~ Your Mayor,
COMMUNITY UPCOMING EVENTS
Independence Maple Plain
+ April 25th—Clean Water Resource Fair + May 1—May 29: Step to It Challenge
+ May 4th—Clean-Up Day + July 11—Aug 29: Farmer’s Market
+ July 1st—Circus + August 6—National Night to Unite
+ August 6th— National Night to Unite + August 15—17: Maple Plain Days
+ September 14th—Heritage Fest -Movies in the Park
+ October 31st—Trunk or Treat
+ November (Date TBD) - Toys for Tots

+ Maple Plain Fire Department—October 5th: Open House & Steak Fry
+ _West Hennepin Public Safety—December 7th: View Santa

BOY SCOUT PROJECTS AVAILABLE

We get calls every so often from Scouts looking for Eagle Scout projects and
we have been able to provide those projects.

If you or someone you know is looking for an Eagle Scout project, please contact
City Hall. We would be most grateful to receive the help.

Call the City at 763-479-0527.




COMMUNITY INFO

LIONS, TIGERS AND.....ELEPHANTS? OH MY!

You guessed it- the circus is coming back to Independence on Monday, July 1st, 2013 . It will be a
day of fun and excitement, starting with the “raising of the big-top” in the morning; with the help of
the Elephants, followed by tours of the backstage performers and animals.

y, The Carson & Barnes Circus (the World’s Biggest Big-Top

™ Show) will be here in place of the Culpepper & Merriweather
= Circus who can’t be here this year; as they will not be in the
State of Minnesota this time. However, they will be back for
2014.

C\Rs
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Kids bring your allowances and spend, spend and spend
some more; there will be all sorts of fun souvenirs to purchase as well as
cotton candy, snow cones and pronto pups.

Tickets will be available in later part of June. We will have more information
to share with you in the next newsletter prior to the upcoming event.

Enjoy Trick-or-Treating in one location, Independence City Hall
Thursday, October 31st.

Decorate your vehicle, hand out candy, and allow kids to
trick-or-treat safely all in one location on Halloween.

More information available in upcoming newsletter.

DO YOU KNOW??2?

Do you know what school districts you live in? The City
of Independence has four school districts with the
City boundaries.

Rockford District #8383
Delano District #879
Orono #278
Mound #277




REMINDERS

SPRING REMINDERS:

Road Restrictions

Restrictions are generally in effect from March 15 to May 15.
+ Blacktop Streets limited to 5 tons per axle
+ Gravel Roads limited to 4 tons per axle

The speed with which the soil thaws is dependent upon a number of variables including maximum frost
depth, soil moisture content, and spring weather patterns. Therefore, the duration of the spring load
restrictions will vary from year to year.

PLEASE POLICE YOUR PARK!

Apparently there are kids/people that are having a whole lot of fun in the park whipping
circles in the grass and up and over the sliding hill in their vehicles; please pass this
.~ information to those young and possibly older persons that are having all this fun that it
costs the City money to be constantly out there fixing their messes.

/-

If you see any of this taking place or know of who has been altering the grounds out there; please call 911 and
report it. You will be doing your City a great favor and saving us a lot of time and money from having to do re-
pairs out there.

Thank you for your help!

COMMUNITY OR CONFERENCE ROOM RENTAL

Rent the community room or conference room for your next party.
Great for holiday parties, Birthdays or weddings.
For details and availability please call 763-479-0527.

COMMUNITY ROOM RENTAL CONFERENCE ROOM RENTAL
Security /Damage Deposit $ 650 Rent per day $ 100
False Fire Alarm $ 350 with kitchen $ 150
Organizations regular mtgs. $ 100
Events w/fewer than 50 people $ 150
Events w/50 — 99 people $ 200
Events w/100 — 199 people $ 300
Events w/200 — 350 people $ 400
Wedding receptions — resident $ 400
All other wedding receptions $ 600
Funeral — resident $ 50
Funeral — non-resident $ 100




REDUCE - REUSE - RECYCLE

CLEAN WATER RESOURCE FAIR
Thursday, April 25 | 1:00pm-8:30pm
City of Independence | 1920 Co. Rd. 90, Independence, MN 55359
. Are you a lakeshore property owner?
. Are you concerned about our lakes & streams?
. Do you want to know what is available to make
our bodies of water a better place to enjoy?

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO ANY OF THESE
QUESTIONS, THEN YOU SHOULD ATTEND!

ADMISSION IS FREE!

* Register for Door Prizes * Food Available *
* Hourly Educational Presentations *
 E AR R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R R RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRREI

Are you an organization or company that has something to offer lakeshore
owners? Contact for available booth spaces:

/ ﬁ Toni Hirsch: (763) 479-0513 or thirsch@ci.independence.mn.us
Jerry Wise: (763) 479-2228 or clearwater@frontier.com

i The Wright Hennepin Clean Water Resource Association was formed to be a central source of information for
lake associations and lake shore property owners by gathering information on clean water resources, lake associations,
vendors and agencies, and holding Clean Water Resource Fairs for education and seminars.

SALVATION ARMY AT CLEAN UP DAY, SATURDAY MAY 4TH

Whether you need to clean out your closets or if you are simply upgrading your décor
the Salvation Army can help. Donations accepted include all types of washed clothing,
kitchen and household accessories, furniture, toys, and much more. Plus, your
donation is tax deductible. All items must be in re-useable condition.

Can’t make it to Clean Up Day? The City of Independence has a drop off container in
the City Hall parking lot for clothes and household items. For larger items, like furniture,
please call 612-332-5855 to pick up.
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SPRING CLEAN UP

1 2013 SPRING CLEAN UP DAY

N
LI ! SATURDAY, MAY 4, 2013

INDEPENDENCE & MAPLE PLAIN RESIDENTS ONLY
1920 County Rd 90, Independence
9 a.m. — 2 p.m. (New time change)

You will need to show proof of residency for Independence or Maple Plain. Please no bills
larger than $20 and checks should be made out to City of Independence.

ACCEPTED Materials:
Air Conditioners: $20. No gas air conditioners or refrigerator unless you pay $200.

Appliances: $15. Includes dehumidifiers, heat pumps, water heaters, microwaves, washers,
dryers, refrigerators, etc.

Carpet: $20/roll.

Construction Material/Debris/Junk: $20/cubic yard. Includes concrete, doors, lumber,
fences, tile, sheetrock.

Mattresses, Box Springs, Upholstered Furniture: $25.
Scrap Iron/Metal: No Charge. All plastic to be removed. Tanks/Barrels must be cut in half.

Tires: S5/car, S10/semi, $20/tractor. With or without rims.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
Hennepin County will not be on site this year

Independence will have a vendor here

To take the following items:
Must show ID within Hennepin County.

ACCEPTED Materials:

Auto, Vehicle, and Household Batteries - FREE
Electronics - $5 to $25 (depending on item and size).

Flourescent Tubes/Bulbs: DO NOT tape together. In original packaging or surrounded by
cardboard. Must be dissambeled and ballasts disconnected from housing unit. Bulbs 4’
and under .50, over 4’ - $1, ballasts - $2 and light fixtures - $10.

Propane tanks —under 3’ - $5, over 3’ - $10

NO CURBSIDE RECYCLABLES OR YARD WASTE!




DELANO SENIOR CENTER

Delano Senior Center

234 2nd Street North, PO Box 462
Delano, MN 55328
(763) 972-0574
Fax: (763) 972-9034

Gail Sinkel, Sener Center Coordinator
Linda Van Lith, Senior Center Assistant Coordinator

The Delano Senior Center and Senior Dining Program is open Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM and
Fridays 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM. All seniors are invited to participate in the Senior Center's programs and nutritious, tasty
dinner served at noon every day! The center van is also available to bring seniors to the center and for other trips.

Upcoming Events
Thurs., Mar. 21 9:00 Trip to Bachmans Idea House, lunch, & shopping
Tues., Mar. 26  Easter Dinner, 11:20 entertainment by Senior Choir
Fri., Mar. 29 Dining Site closed for Good Friday. Senior Center open 8:00-Noon.
Wed., Apr. 3 6:30-8:30 Navigating Medicare. Please pre-register. $8.00 class materials
Thurs., Apr. 4  8-Noon 4 hour driving refresher
6:30 Movie night-and pizza!! “Flight” with Denzel Washington. $5.00
Tues., & Wed., Apr. 9 & 10 5:30-9:30 8 hour driving class
Wed., Apr. 10  12:45 slide presentation “Journey Down the Mississippi River part-2” with Doug Ohman
Tues., Apr. 16 12:00 Volunteer Recognition Dinner. Music at 11:15 by Cletus
Thurs., Apr. 18  6:30 Movie & Pizza night. “Zero Dark Thirty” with Jessica Chastain. $5.00
Mon., Apr. 22 Free Senior Bingo Night at the Delano American Legion sponsored by the Knights of Columbus .
Lunch served at 4:30, Bingo at 5:00. Transportation is available. Call the Senior Center at 763-972-0574.
Tues., Apr. 30 1:00 & 6:00 Give you loved ones a gift — “Preparing for your Later Years.” Topics to discuss with
your family NOW, not “sometime.” Make important decisions now, share information with your family.
Presented by Karen Sarine. Call 763-972-0574 to register.
AARP Tax Assistance will be available by appointment Wednesdays & Thursdays from 9 to Noon
beginning February 6 through April 11

Monthly Events

LEGAL AID HELP -1st Monday of every month 1:00 & 1:30. Call for appointment 763-972-0574
EYE GLASS SMALL REPAIR & ADJUSTMENT - 1st Tuesday of every month at 11:30

BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC - Tuesdays from 12:00-2:00 EXERCISE - Wed & Fri at 11:20-11:40
“500” CARDS - 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 1:00 BRIDGE—2nd & 4th Monday at 1:00
BINGO—12:30 Every Monday & Friday FARKEL - 1:00 Every 1st & 3rd Tuesday

“MEXICAN TRAIN” DOMINOS - 2ND & 4TH Tuesdays at 1:00
MOVIE CLUB - Thursdays at 1:00
STORYTHEATER - resumes practicing-1st & 3rd Tuesday at 10:30

CRIBBAGE - 1st & 3rd Wednesday at 1:00
CHOIR - 10:30 Mondays

WRITERS GROUP - 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month at 10:30 Upcoming Movies shown on
BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED - 2nd Monday of each month at 12:00 Thursday’s at 1:00 (unless otherwise noted)
SHOPPING TRIPS - Buffalo, Ridgedale and other area malls Thurs. Mar. 21 The Big Easy
PARKINSON SUPPORT GROUP - 3RD Thursday of the month at 3:00 Thurs. Mar. 28 To Kill a Mockingbird

For more info and a monthly menu log on to http://www.delano.mn.us/services/departments/senior-center




SAFETY

Fire Department

Independence is covered by volunteer fire fighters. When there is a need for medical help, a vehicle crash, a fire, or
other emergencies, there is a call placed to the 911 center, the dispatchers then sends out a page to the
corresponding fire department, and that alerts the fire fighters. The fire fighters then respond to the Fire Station, some-
times from a deep sleep, work, church, child's birthday party, or wherever they are at when the emergence happens.
All of the fire departments that serve Independence have someone in service, responding in an average of less than
five minutes. We also have what is called auto starts with each other, for the more serious calls. | believe, we are very
fortunate to have such a great working relationship with all of the fire departments in the West Metro area. As | men-
tioned, we are an all volunteer fire department that is also considered paid-on-call. We all have openings for more fire
fighters. If you think that you may have the calling for the fire service, please call the City office, and they will direct
you to the fire department that you would be the closest to you. We would then get you the information that you would
need to apply. Independence is covered by Delano, Rockford, Loretto, and Maple Plain.

Thank you for all of the support that everyone gives to their local fire fighters. The local City Councils have
always made sure that we have the best equipment for our fire fighters, so we can provide the best service
to our communities.

Dawve tisi
Maple Plain Fire Chief

Swimming Pools

i any
General provisions. (Ord 415.01) Private swimming pools are regulated by this section and are ﬂ“ﬂmm:m"""““liin|iiﬂv. m
defined as follows: Any enclosure, designed or intended or used for the containment of water, Iy I
whether constructed below ground level or above ground level, having a surface area exceed-
ing 100 square feet and a depth exceeding 18 inches which is designed, intended or used for
swimming, wading, or other recreational use by the owner or tenant of the property upon which
the pool is constructed, or by their family or invited guests without payment of a fee.

If installing a swimming pool a permit is required. See Ordinance 419.09 for Construction Requirements.

Requirements (Ord 415.07).
The safety features, including electrical wiring, fencing and automatic pool cover as set forth in this section shall
apply to all swimming pools in the city and all private swimming pools shall comply with this section after July 8, 2008.

Safety Requirements
Safety fence or automatic pool cover required.

+Fence.
A safety fence at least four feet high shall completely enclose the pool. Safety fences shall be constructed so as to
inhibit the entry or climbing thereof by any person. All openings or points of entry into the pool area shall be
equipped with gates or doors. All gates and doors shall have a latch which is no less than four feet above the
ground level and which shall be so constructed and so placed as to be inaccessible to small children. All gates and
doors shall be locked when the pool is not in use or is unattended by an adult with demonstrated swimming ability.
Any opening between the bottom of the fence and the ground level shall not exceed three inches. The wall of any
pool constructed above ground level, regardless of the height thereof, shall not qualify as a safety fence.

+Automatic cover.
As an alternative to a safety fence, an automatic pool cover may be utilized if it meets the standards of F1346-91 of
ASTM, as such standards may be modified, superseded or replaced by ASTM.

See Ordinance 415.13 for additional Miscellaneous requirements.
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HERITAGE FEST REVIVED!!!

Pioneer Creek Park, located at 2055 County Road 90, just a little less than a quarter mile north of City Hall.
The park has been an official part of the City since the City paid off a five-year CD with the then

property owners, Wayne and Mary Hillstrom, (the park was all paid for with park dedication fees). After
three years of talking and negotiating how to pay for the land and how much to buy, the City and the
Hillstrom’s came to an agreement and signed the official papers on September 20, 2000.

In 2002, the City had a name the park contest and that's how Pioneer Creek Park came about. After many
hours of planning, public hearings, open houses, surveys and different Park Commissioners over that time;
the Master Park Plan came into place. The Master Plan was adopted on March 1, 2007.

Part of the deal that was made with Mr. Hillstrom (Wayne) is that there would be at least one softball field
in the park, after all; softball was his passion, as a coach and having children in the sport kept him active
and out of trouble.

Starting with the year of 2002 through 2008, the City had held a Heritage Fest that involved many people
and a lot of time. It was held the second weekend of September, it brought the Community together for a
fun filled day.

Well, we are happy to say the Heritage Fest is coming back; we are planning the revival for Saturday,
September 14" of 2013.

Some of the events that are being planned are Frisbee Golf and Horse Shoe Tournaments. We are hoping
to have our Sand Volley Ball Court done and also hold a volley ball tournament.(These may possibly take
place starting Friday late afternoon.)

There will be a dedication of the new flag park area, with work done by Eagle Scout, Michael Hurst, from
the Delano Troop 273.

Other activities include: craft booths, animals, horse and hay wagon rides, music, old vintage vehicles,
possibly antique tractors and farm equipment of all kinds, food, face painting, meet your local safety per-
sonal, equipment and personal, auction, parade, and much more.

And, we are hoping to have for the first time Pig races. Select your little piglet and root for it to win the race.

But to make this all work, we need your help. So if you are good at event photography, publishing news
articles to help promote the event, know of a tractor or farm equipment club that loves to share their sto-
ries, knows how to run small town sporting tournaments, or just plain love to organize — we need your help.
You don’t have to be the best, just willing to share your knowledge with the planning committee. Make this
event yours, with all of our help!

So, if you fit in any of those categories and want to help or have another specialty not mentioned, please
call or email Jolene at 763-479-0527 (jnelson@ci.independence.mn.us) or Toni at 763-479-0513
(thirsch@ci.independence.mn.us).

The kick off planning meeting will be held sometime around the last week of March or first week in April.

Thank you for consider donating your time and talents. Please call to help make this one of the best events
in the area!
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City of Independence PRESORTED
1920 County Road 90 STANDARD
Independence, MN 55359 U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
TWIN CITIES, MN
HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS PERMIT # 32996
NOTICE

The Independence City Hall
Holiday closures :

¢+ Monday, May 27 — Closed

CITY OF INDEPENDENCE

1920 County Road 90
Independence, MN 55359
Phone: 763-479-0527
Fax: 763-479-0528
http://independence.govoffice.com

City Hall Office Hours
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday 8 a.m. - Noon

City Calendar

April May June
1 April Fool's Day 4 Clean-Up Day 10 Planning Commission - 7:30p.m.
8 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 12 Mother’s Day 11 City Council - 7:30 p.m.
9 City Council - 7:30 p.m. 13 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m. 16 Father’s Day
22 Earth Day 14 City Council - 7:30 p.m 21 Summer Begins
23 City Council - 7:30 p.m. 27 Memorial Day 25 City Council - 7:30 p.m.
25 Clean Water Resource Fair 28 City Council - 7:30 p.m.

*Planning and City Council Meetings Subject to Change
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