Holiday 2011

Season’s Greetings!
(Letter contributed by Councilmember Brad Spencer)

Soon the leftovers from Thanksgiving will have cooled and the
kitchen restored to relative order. | hope you will have enjoyed your
Thanksgiving surrounded by family and loved ones. For the 9" year,
Purita and her helpers will have again quietly and graciously served
a wonderful Thanksgiving dinner for a few hundred old (and new)
friends. We look forward to the coming of winter and the Holidays.

Congratulations to Mayor Marvin Johnson, Councilmember Norm Wenck, and Councilmember elect
Brad Fisher on their election to new 4 year terms. Mayor Johnson will begin his 32nd consecutive
year leading our City, a truly remarkable achievement! Councilmember Wenck continues in his role
with 5 years on our council having been first appointed to the Council in 2007. Councilmember elect
Fisher returns to city office having previously held the position of councilmember for 8 years. We are
truly fortunate to have such experienced leadership available and willing to serve the citizens of In-
dependence! Thank you to our departing Councilmember Lindsay Wallace, we appreciate your
years of service to our community.

This special newsletter contains announcements of some of our community’s seasonal events such
as the West Hennepin Public Safety Reserves 31 Annual “View Santa” on December 3" in Ma-
ple Plain & Independence, and the annual Toys for Tots campaign at Independence City Hall. You
may also want to mark your calendars for these holiday events in our neighboring communities:

CP Rail Holiday Train will arrive in Loretto on Tuesday, December 13, 4:15-5:15pm. Come
on out for music and fun (don't forget to bring some items for the food shelf).

Victorian Christmas Tea at the Stork House in Rockford. Sunday, December 11, 1:00-
4:00pm. Call 763-477-5383 for reservations (required). A Family open house is also sched-
uled for Saturday, December 10, 11:00-3:00pm to see the displays and decorations.

The annual Old Fashioned Christmas is tentatively planned for Saturday December 3 in

downtown Delano. Check your local newspapers for updates. Continued
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COMMUNITY NOTES

Continued from Page 1

2011 has been another difficult year for some folks and many local service organizations could
really use our help. They have all seen a tremendous increase in need and do wonderful work help-
ing many people in our area. If you are able, they would love to hear from you.

Maple Plain Area Food Shelf (763) 479-1620
Delano Helping Hands Food Shelf (763) 972-3723
Riverworks Food Shelf (Rockford) (763) 477-6098
Love Inc — Heartland (763) 972-6547

Western Community Action Network (WeCan) (952) 472-0742
Interfaith Outreach (IOCP) (763) 489-7500

The City of Independence also now has a drop off container for the Salvation Army in the City Hall
parking lot if you have useful items you no longer need.

From our family to yours we extend to you all the joys of this wonderful Holiday Season and hope
you enjoy these special times well spent with family and friends. We wish for you a happy, healthy
and prosperous New Year.

HELP A CHILD SMILE THIS SEASON

The independence City Hall will once again have a box available for you drop toys off for the Marine
Toys for Tots Foundation. The box will be available November 28 to December 14, 2011.

Toys must be new and unwrapped. Toys are desperately needed for all age groups!

City Hall will also have a receptacle to receive non-perishable food items that will be donated to the
Maple Plain Food Shelf.

Thank you for giving this season!




SAFETY TIPS

CHANGE BATTERIES IN SMOKE AND CARBON
MONOXIDE DETECTORS

(((((' \,\.m If you missed testing your smoke and carbon dioxide de- .- =
N tectors and installing new batteries during daylight sav- L\‘:J e
' ings time, make sure you do so this month. Installing and ! .
- maintaining smoke and carbon monoxide detectors in S o
your home is one of the most effective things you can do
to keep your family safe. lItis a small investment of time
and money that can save lives. Working smoke alarms cut the risks in half of dying in a home fire.

Worn or missing batteries are the most common reason why smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
detectors fail.

Carbon monoxide is created when combustible materials burn incompletely. Often called "the silent
killer," it is an odorless, colorless, tasteless gas that can kill before victims are even aware they've
been exposed. Sources include wood-burning fireplaces and stoves, gas-fired appliances, grills,
and motor vehicles. Symptoms of carbon monoxide poisoning are often mistaken for the flu and in-
clude nausea, headaches, dizziness, disorientation and fatigue.

Whether a unit is battery-powered or hardwired, it should be replaced every 8-10 years.

TUNE UP YOUR FURNACE TIME TO CLEAN YOUR FIREPLACE/
CHIMNEY
This is the time of year to have your furnace
checked and tuned before problems develop in If your chimney and fireplace have not seen
freezing conditions. regular maintenance and cleaning for some
time, then your cozy fire can become a hazard-

By having your equipment tuned up before you ous condition. A fireplace and chimney that
actually run into a problem, you can save hun- has not been properly maintained can lead to
dreds in unnecessary repair fees. A tune up several problems, with the most frequent being
can prevent the failure of your equipment and smoke that fills your home rather than being
catch many other problems which can result in vented through your chimney. It is very impor-
expensive repairs. tant to make sure that your fireplace flue is

open and clear.
Having your furnace tuned up and checked be-

fore you use it could prevent things such as a Chimney cleaning and maintenance should be
crack developing in your heat exchanger in a checked and performed at least once a year.
gas or propane furnace which results in carbon Much of the regular maintenance involved with
monoxide being pumped into your home. This cleaning a chimney can be performed by you,
is a dangerous occurrence that happens too but more intensive repairs and cleaning may
frequently due to furnace neglect. require a professional chimney sweep.




COMMUNITY CORNER

WILL YOU BE ALONE ON THANKSGIVING DAY?
JOIN US FOR A COMPLIMENTARY TURKEY DINNER!

A group of volunteers will be providing a free Turkey Dinner with all the trimmings to those who may
find themselves alone on the Thanksgiving Holiday. The food will be catered in and all you need to
do to participate is call City Hall to make your reservation. This effort is being led by Purita Edson,
who has organized this annual event for several years. It is being catered by Dan and Phyllis from
Dobo’s Café along with their staff.

Thursday, November 24
Thanksgiving Day

Independence City Hall
Community Room
1920 County Rd 90

1:00 p.m.
Please call 763-479-0527 to make your reservation.

2011-2012 ENERGY ASSISTANCE MAIL BOX GUIDELINES
If you need assistance with your energy bills To ensure that your mailbox does not receive
this season, contact Community Action Part- damage from the snowplows this winter, you
nership of Suburban Hennepin County at 952- can follow some simple guidelines.

930-3541 or http://www.capsh.org.

Ensure that your mailbox is:
The program helps families in need with part
or all of their heating and/or fuel bill. Your o 42-44” above street level
household income may have to be within cer-

. o e 24" from bituminous surface unless on a
tain guidelines.

gravel road
You may also qualify for the Cold Weather e Mailbox must extend as far in front of sup-
Rule that restarts your service for the heating port post as possible

season between October 15 to April 15.
e Concrete posts, heavy metal posts, or mis-

Community Action Partnership for Suburban cellaneous containers filled with concrete
Hennepin County also offers a Weatherization should not be used as they can cause seri-
Assistance Program. ous damage to vehicle occupants if struck




VIEW SANTA

THE WEST HENNEPIN PUBLIC SAFETY RESERVES ARE
SPONSORING THE 315" ANNUAL “VIEW SANTA” PROGRAM.
IT WILL BE HELD ON SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3", 2011,
THE RESERVES WILL ALSO COLLECT NONPERISHABLE
FOOD DONATIONS FOR LOCAL FOOD SHELVES.

SANTA WILL BE FOLLOWING THE SAME ROUTE AS LAST YEAR.

COME TO THE INDEPENDENCE CITY HALL PARKING LOT
(1920 COUNTY ROAD 90) FROM 3:15 TO 3:30 P.M. OR
THE MAPLE PLAIN CITY HALL PARKING LOT
(1620 MAPLE AVENUE) FROM 5:15 TO 5:45 P.M. TO MEET SANTA AND
TAKE PHOTOS, OR SEE SANTA ON HIS ROUTE THROUGH TOWN.

SANTA'S ROUTE AND SCHEDULE ARE:

3:15-3:30 p.m. 4:45 p.m. 5i15-545 p.m. 6:15 p.m. Z:10 p.m.
INDEPENDENCE INDEPENDENCE ST. MAPLE PLAIN PRAIRIELAND AVE. MAIN ST. WEST
CITY HALL HOWARD AVE. CITY HALL JOYCE ST. HALGREN RD.
3:40 p.m. DRAKE STREET WYMAN AVE PARKVIEW RD.
FIELDSTONE PL. 5:50 p.m. (Haven Homes) RAINBOW AVE.
4:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. BUDD AVE.
PROVIDENCE CV. PERKINS LANE BRYANTWOOD DR. 6:40 p.m. 7:30 p.m.
4:35 p.m. INDEPENDENCE ST. JOYCE ST. BRYANT ST. MAIN ST. WEST
NORTH BUDD AVE. HOWARD AVE. BRYANT ST. PIONEER AVE. PARKVIEW RD.
MAPLE PLAIN MAIN ST. EAST THREE OAKS AVE.
COMM. CHURCH THESE TIMES ARE APPROXIMATE.




SENIOR RESOURCES

Delano Senior Center

...The gathering place

Delano Senior Center’s mission is to provide services and activities that

promote healthy and active aging and keep seniors living independently and

actively engaged in their community.

29 Years! In June of 2011, the Delano
Senior Center celebrated 29 years of
service delivery to area Seniors - wow!
Never underestimate what a small
group of people can accomplish when
they set their hearts and minds on a
project! The Senior Citizens in the
“Sunshine Senior Club” had a vision of
creating a space for Seniors where they
could congregate, socialize, eat a
healthy meal or have a cup of coffee and
enjoy each others company. With a lot
of conversations, meetings, grant writ-
ing, community and
their

city support,

goal was accom-

plished when they
moved into the renc-
vated “Takor” build-
inginJune 1982.

The Delano Senior
Center became an
instant success and
continues in its goal to provide pro-
grams and services to seniors age 55 to
over 100!

In 1999 the Center outgrew its space
and a committee was formed to build a
new Senior Center. After four years of
an aggressive fundraising campaign
“Isn’t it Grand - we have to Expand”
they raised over $550,000. The Delano
Senior Center moved into its new home
in the City Hall Building in September,
2003.

The new and larger space allowed the
Staff to schedule and create new pro-

gram ideas and services to seniors. We

have continued to expand services to
meet the growing and changing
needs of the aging population.

The Center offers programs such as
dining, health services and screen-
ings, recreational and social events,
transportation, tax assistance, sup-
port groups, social interest groups,
intergenerational programming, edu-
cational classes and numerous volun-
teer opportunities.

Catholic Charities Senior Dining
operates the Dining and Meals on
Wheels program
Monday - Friday.
Seniors age 60
and older are
invited to dine at
the Center for a
suggested con-
tribution of
$3.50.
bound

are encouraged to have a meal deliv-

Home-

Seniors

ered to their home.

The Delano Senior Center also
manages a wheel chair equipped ve-
hicle for day tours and Senior pro-
gramming and shopping trips.

There is always soriething new and
exciting happening at the Center!
Seniors are invited to stop in and
visit, have a cup of coffee and check
out the events calendar. The ser-
vices, activities, caleridars and menus
can be found on the City of Delano
Website at: www.celano.mn.us or

call the Center at 762 972-0574.

Delano Senior Center

234 2nd Street North
PO Box 462
Delano, MN 55328

Phone: 763 972-0574
Fax: 763 972-9034

Senior Center Hours:

Monday - Thursday:
8:00 AM -4:30PM
Friday:

§:00 AM - 2:00PM

Dining:
Meals served at 12:00 Noon
Monday - Friday

Suggested Contribution:
$3.50 for 60 and older
$7.00 under 60

Upcoming Events at
the Center:

Thursday, Nov. 17:

12:00 Thanksgiving Dinner
Entertainment by: The Plymouth Rockers
Friday, Nov. 18 :

10:30 Pearson’s Exotic Animal Show
Saturday, Dec. 3
10:00-4:00 Old Fashioned Christmas in
Downtown Delano
Wednesday, Dec. 7
12:45 Players In The Groove presents
Santa Flunks Retirement
Tuesday, Dec. 20
12:00 Holiday Party at Senior Center
Entertainment by: The Minnetonka
Clippers
Friday, Dec. 30
11:30 am New Year’s Eve party. Karaoke
with Bill




SENIOR EVENTS

DELANO SENIOR CENTER UPCOMING EVENTS

Tues. & Wed. Nov. 1 &2 5:30-9:30 8 hour driving class. $15.00 AARP member, $17.00 non members

Wed., Nov. 2 9:00 Buffalo Shopping
12:30 Dr. Sweet to speak on school referendum

Thurs., Nov. 3 12:30 Middle School Choir performs

Wed., Nov. 9 10:30 Advisory Board Meeting
Fri., Nov 11 Closed for Veterans Day
Tues., Nov. 15 8:00-Noon 4 hour driving refresher

Wed., Nov. 16 9:00 Ridgedale Shopping

Thurs., Nov. 17 12:00 Thanksgiving Dinner-Entertainment by the “Plymouth Rockers” Cost: $8.00
Fri., Nov. 18 10:30 Pearson’s Exotic Animal Show

Thurs., Nov. 24 & Fri. Nov. 25 Closed for Thanksgiving Holiday

Tues., Nov. 29 3:30-5:00 AND 6:30 8:00 Health Rhythms Group Drumming

Wed., Nov 30 “Plaid Tidings” at Chanhassen Dinner Theatre

Thurs. Dec. 1 10:00 Coffee Social and Training for Senior Dining Volunteers
Sat., Dec. 3 10:00-4:00 “Old Fashioned Christmas in Downtown Delano”
Tues., Dec. 6 9:00 Buffalo Shopping

Wed., Dec. 7 Holiday Play “Santa Flunks Retirement” at the Senior Center
Thurs., Dec. 8 8:30 “A Civil War Christmas” at the History Theatre

Mon., Dec. 12 11:15 Songfest with the Delano Senior Singers. Enjoy music and Holiday treats
Wed., Dec. 14 9:00 Ridgedale Shopping

Tues. Dec. 20 Christmas Dinner-Entertainment by the “Minnetonka Clippers”
Wed., Dec. 21 9:00 Shop at Plymouth-Target, Cub, 777

Fri., Dec. 23 & Mon., Dec. 26 Closed for the Christmas Holiday

Fri., Dec. 30 11:30 New Year's Eve party — sing along with “Karaoke with Bill”

LEGAL AID HELP -1* Monday of every month 11:30 & 12:00. Call for appointment 763-972-0
~. EYE GLASS SMALL REPAIR & ADJUSTMENT - 1" Tuesday of every month
BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC — Tuesdays from 12:00-2:00
EXCERCISE - Wed & Fri at 11:20-11:40

“500” CARDS - 2™ & 4™ Wednesday at 1:00

BRIDGE—2"! & 4'" Monday at 1:00
BINGO—12:30 Every Monday & Friday
FARKEL - 12:45 Every 1™ & 3" Tuesday
CHOIR - practices every Monday at 10:30 '
STORYTHEATER - will resume Tues. Sept. 20 and will continue meeting the 1° & 3™ Tuesday at 10:30

“MEXICAN TRAIN” DOMINOS - 2™ & 4" Tuesdays i+ 2
SHOPPING TRIPS - Buffalo, Ridgedale and other area malls 4 times per month :’ S

BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATED - 2™ Monday of each month at 12:00 1y ®

. LI

$




City of Independence
1920 County Road 90
Independence, MN 55359

CITY HALL HOLIDAY HOURS

Independence City Hall will be
closed the following days:

Thursday, November 24
Friday, November 25
Friday, December 23

Monday, December 26

Monday, January 2

ITY OF INDEPENDENCE

November
11 Veteran’s Day - City Hall Closed
14 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
15 City Council - 7:30 p.m.
24 Thanksgiving Day, City Hall Closed
25 City Hall Closed

1920 County Road 90
Independence, MN 55359
Phone: 763-479-0527
Fax: 763-479-0528

http://independence.govoffice.com

City Hall Office Hours

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Friday 8 a.m. - Noon

City Calendar

December
12 Planning Commission -7:30 p.m.
13 City Council - 7:30 p.m.
23 City Hall Closed
26 City Hall Closed

*Planning and City Council Meetings
Subject to Change

PRESORTED
STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
MAPLE PLAIN, MN 55359
PERMIT NO. 30

January
2 City Hall Closed
9 Planning Commission - 7:30 p.m.
10 City Council - 7:30 p.m.
16 Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
City Hall Closed
24 City Council -7:30 p.m.

8
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