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City of Independence 

Consideration to Recommend Approval of New Mediacom Cable Installation in Association with 

Lake Minnetonka Communications Commission Franchise Agreement  

 

To: City Council  

From: Mark Kaltsas, City Administrator 

Meeting Date: February 23, 2016 

 

 

Discussion: 

The City has had several meetings with the Lake Minnetonka Communications Commission 

(LMCC) relating to their desire to utilize and install new cable installation miles in accordance 

with their franchise agreement with Mediacom.  Every year the LMCC is eligible to receive one 

(1) mile of new cable from Mediacom in accordance with the franchise agreement.  The new 

cable mileage can be installed in any of the LMCC member cities.  The LMCC typically bundles 

those miles into three mile increments and installs cable every three years.  This means that 

every three years, Mediacom installs three miles of new cable in a LMCC member City.  The 

LMCC would like to install the next three miles in the City of Independence in 2016.  Staff has 

met with the LMCC and Mediacom to discuss the most beneficial location for installing the new 

cable in Independence.  There were two possible locations identified by staff and the LMCC that 

appeared to benefit the most potential residents.   

 

The first option identified an existing fiber line that ran along CSAH 6 from CSAH 90 west to 

CSAH 92 S (see attached map – route in red).  The existing fiber line along 6 appeared to benefit 

the greatest number of residents.  Upon further review by Mediacom it was determined that the 

existing line is not readily compatible with residential installations.  The line would require 

upgrades and an additional node to make it serviceable.  As a result, the amount of mileage that 

would be required to bring this area into the service area exceeds that which is available.   

 

The second option looked at extending the cable along Pagenkopf Road from CSAH 90 west to 

Lake Sarah Road and then north to Fogelman Road and back east to CSAH 90 (see attached map 

– route in black).  This route would expand the cable service area to several clusters of existing 

residents along all three roads in the expansion area.  
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It is anticipated by the LMCC that following the 2016 installation, the next three miles of cable 

in 2019 would also be installed in Independence.  This would allow for a future expansion of the 

cable service area to the west.   

 

 

Requested Action: 

It is recommended that the City Council consider approving the LMCC recommendation to 

install three (3) miles of cable in the City of Independence.  The cable would be installed in 

accordance with the black line as shown on the attached map.  There is no cost to the City for the 

new cable.   

 

 

ATTACHMENT:  LMCC Cable Service Area Map 

 


