MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING OF THE

INDEPENDENCE PLANNING COMMISSION

MONDAY, JUNE 11, 2007, 7:30 P.M.

1.
CALL TO ORDER

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Independence Planning Commission was called to order by Chairman Norm Wenck.

2.
ROLL CALL.

PRESENT:
Chairman Wenck, Commissioners Gardner, Crespo, Gardella.

ABSENT:
Commissioner Spencer.

STAFF:
City Planner Goodrum, Recording Secretary Little.

VISITORS:
Jerry and Robbie Ahrendt, Jan Gardner, Kay Gabriel, Mike and Debbie Price, Mary Lou Johnson, Carolyn Dindorf w/Fortin Consulting, Pat Anderson.

3.
APPROVE MAY MINUTES.

Motion by Gardella, second by Gardner to approve the May meeting minutes. Voting Aye: Gardella, Gardner, and Crespo. Wenck abstained because he was absent from that meeting. MOTION CARRIED.
4.
PUBLIC HEARING - PAT ANDERSON, 3685 LAKE HAUGHEY ROAD.

PID #08-118-24-23-0014. PRELIMINARY PLAT WITH A REQUEST FOR A VARIANCE FROM THE MINIMUM LOT SIZE.

Pat Anderson was present to answer questions. City Planner Goodrum reviewed the request for commissioners. (Staff report attached.) Carolyn Dindorf gave a presentation about rain gardens and wetland buffers that Pat intends to incorporate with the new lot, should it be approved.

Public Hearing:

One resident stated that the pond referred to on maps is dry for much of the latter part of the summer. He talked about his parents' need to register their land as Torrance, at great emotional and literal expense when Ms. Anderson brought suit against them for land she claimed as hers. He noted that he would not share his driveway.
One resident stated that if this subdivision were to be approved, it would go totally against the open space concept and the zoning code.

Another neighbor stated that Ms. Anderson tried to get boating regulations on the lake when they moved there because she didn't like the personal watercraft that they were using and a larger boat that a neighbor was using. She questioned Ms. Anderson's motives with her talk of rain gardens and wetland buffers, because a few years ago she asked someone to bring fill in to that area, which would have been illegal. This neighbor did not want to see this lot split, because it has been split once before, and it would only be done for Ms. Anderson's best interests, not anyone else's.
Two neighbors stated that if Ms. Anderson is granted the right to split her lot, everyone else in the Ag District should have the same privilege. 

Pat Anderson stated that she did not sue a resident for land she claimed was hers, and was very surprised to hear this testimony.

A letter from another resident who was unable to attend the meeting is attached. There were no other comments.

Motion by Gardner, second by Gardella to close the public hearing.

Commissioner Gardner stated that this request is clearly outside the ordinance and the comp plan; and the applicant has not proven a hardship. He also noted that the split in 1990 was made when the zoning code was different.
Motion by Gardner, second by Crespo to deny the request. All present voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.
5.
OPEN/MISCELLANEOUS.

There were no additional items.

6.
ADJOURN.

Motion by Gardella, second by Gardner to adjourn. All present voted aye. MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted,

Mollie Little, Recording Secretary
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